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INTRODUCTION. 


After  the  lapse  of  so  many  years,  the  Writer  has 
found  no  small  difficulty  attending  his  research  for 
materials  that  should  enable  him  to  give  to  the 
Public  a correct  and  interesting  account  of  what- 
ever gave  rise  to  this  noble  Charity , which  reflects 
so  much  honour  to  its  original  Founders  and  Bene- 
factors, as  well  as  to  its  subsequent  Friends  and 
Supporters.  He  flatters  himself  however,  that  no- 
thing of  any  moment  will  be  found  wanting,  as  he 
believes  every  document  of  importance  is  introduced 
in  regular  order , from  the  time  of  the  first  public 
Meeting  on  the  subject,  to  the  final  completion  of 
this  grand  object. 

At  the  same  time,  the  Compiler  thinks  it  proper  to 
remark,  that  in  publishing  these  documents , he  has 
only  in  view  the  gratification  of  those  who  feel  an 
interest  in  an  Institution  which  has  called  forth  so 
much  of  the  benevolence  of  the  Public,  and  by  no 
means  expects  that  they  will  afford  much  satisfac- 
tion to  any  who  may  be  disposed  to  survey  them 
with  the  eye  of  a Critic . 
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PREFACE. 


Whoever  contemplates  the  magnitude  and  importance  of 
an  Institution  like  the  Sheffield  General  Infirmary*  must 
suppose  that,  with  minds  the  most  active,  and  hearts  the 
most  feeling  and  benevolent,  there  must  have  been  ex- 
ertions made  in  its  accomplishment  of  no  ordinary  nature  ; 
and  that  whoever  was  allotted  to  direct  so  important  a 
concern,  was  placed  in  circumstances  to  which  no  talents 
would  be  adequate,  but  those  of  a superior  order.  And 
here  I may  be  allowed  to  remark,  that  at  that  time  the 
late  Doctor  Browne  was  in  the  enjoyment  of  perfect 
health ; and  whose  benevolent  heart,  glowing  in  every 
public  assembly  called  for  the  purpose,  had,  by  his  mas- 
terly and  eloquent  addresses,  the  effect  to  excite  and  put 
in  motion  the  benevolence  of  the  inhabitants  of  Sheffield 
and  its  environs ; who,  to  their  praise  be  it  said,  equal,  if 
not  surpass,  according  to  their  means,  any  town  within  the 
empire  of  Great  Britain. 

My  intention  is,  on  the  present  occasion,  to  give  a par- 
ticular history  of  the  rise  and  progress  of  the  building  of 
the  Sheffield  General  Infirmary,  designed  for  the  sick 
and  lame  poor  of  any  country.  This  History  will  prin- 
cipally consist  of  the  reprint  of  several  reports,  letters, 
and  other  documents,  that  were  published  at  different 
periods.  The  letters  that  were  first  published,  which  pro- 
posed the  calling  of  a public  meeting  to  take  into  consi- 
deration the  urgent  necessity  there  then  was  for  building 
an  Infirmary  near  to  the  town,  were  assuredly  of  the 
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greatest  utility  ; for  at  a public  meeting  which  took  place 
subsequently,  a very  liberal  sum  was  subscribed  by  the 
gentlemen  present ; and  after  the  public  meeting  this  very 
munificent  subscription  became  so  general,  that  the  sum 
adequate  for  the  purpose  was  soon  raised.  At  this  meet- 
ing the  Rev.  James  Wilkinson,  the  late  respected  Vicar 
of  Sheffield,  took  the  chair. 

u As  a great  public  character,  commanding  respect  by 
a dignity  in  person  and  manners  rarely  to  be  met  with,” 
the  Rev.  James  Wilkinson  “ was  deservedly  looked  up  to 
and  consulted  upon  every  occurring  occasion,  whether  for 
the  relief  of  the  poor,  the  defence  of  his  country,  the  pro- 
tection of  every  useful  institution,  the  encouragement  of 
merit  in  any  situation,  or  of  any  plan  calculated  in  any 
way  to  improve  or  benefit  society  in  general,  but  more 
particularly  the  town  and  neighbourhood  of  Sheffield.”^ 

“ Many  gentlemen  were  present  whose  zeal  in  every 
good  cause  was  well  understood;  but  the  proceedings  at  first 
were  languid.  The  magnitude  of  the  undertaking  seem- 
ed to  appal  every  one;  and  there  was  some  appearance 
of  an  intention  to  disperse  without  coming  to  any  defini- 
tive determination  on  the  subject,  when  the  countenance 
of  the  late  Mr.  Richard  Swallow  caught  the  eye  of  a gen- 
tleman# who  sat  next  the  chair,  and  who  intimated  to  the 


t The  Rev.  James  Wilkinson  subscribed  200/.  to  the  building,  and  after- 
wards gave  a donation  of  50  guineas,  and  10/.  a year  for  ever,  and  by  will 
he  bequeathed  a legacy  of  600/. 

* The  Gentleman  here  alluded  to  (I  have  the  best  authority  for  saying)  was 
Dr.  Browne,  whose  ardent  and  comprehensive  mind  instantly  seized  the  op- 
portunity, and  declared,  that  the  thing  must  succeed  with  so  auspicious  a com- 
mencement ; nor  did  he,  from  that  moment,  relax  his  exertions,  until  a sub- 
scription, unequalled  I believe  before,  was  raised ; and  that  noble  monument 
of  public  benevolence,  the  Sheffield  General  Infirmary,  was  completed. 
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Vicar  his  persuasion  that  Mr.  Swallow  had  some  important 
communication  to  make.  TTiis  determined  the  Chairman 
to  propose  a subscription,  and  he  himself  headed  the  list 

lowed"  Tr  °f  ***  D"  -mediately  fol 

theL"‘t  t,7e  "7  Mr  S™"°"  informed 
, ® was  commissioned  bv  his  fripnri  ^ 

the  great  and  general  friend  of  hnma.ft,  m^fIn  o", 
Ne» Ha",  „»•„  h(ml  iomr^  * ' **M,  of 

wi'ch  he  immediately  added  2001.  from  himself  The 
subscription  now  filled  with  extraordinary  rapidity  I„  a 

stir lhe  co,‘MbMom  — ■«  - %» .0 

•ort,  given  b,  him  in  the  original  subscription,  befoTtt 

po  t.  relating  the  Charit,  „ „pamlleU.  ^ 

I,  eeted  that  the  Infirmary  of  Sheffield,  Ijin-on 

nations  obviously  intended  more  immediate,  £ f 

tl'mt  T”ing  °f  r 


* See  Hunter’s  HaJIamshire,  p.  J85. 
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pression  on  my  mind,  as  cannot  be  erased  bat  with  the 
loss  of  memory  itself.'j*'  And  his  indefatigable  and  never 
ceasing  attention  and  benevolence  to  this  excellent  cha- 
rity, promps  me  to  say,  that  he  most  assuredly  was  the 
primum  mobile  in  this  grand  undertaking.  And  in  order 
to  verify  this  opinion,  lam  induced  to  insert  the  following 
passage  from  the  admirably  composed  Sermon  preached 
by  the  late  Rev.  James  Wilkinson,  at  the  opening  of  the 
Infirmary : 

“ The  plan  adopted  by  the  Trustees,  has  been  carried  into 
effective  execution,  to  the  perfection  now  visible,  and  confessed 
by  the  eye  of  the  judicious  beholder  ; but  not  without  the  atten- 
tive and  laudable  care  of  the  building  committee,  and  the  most 
zealous  assiduity  of  their  indefatigable  chairman,  whose  com- 
passion is  never  shut  against  him  that  needeth  ; whose  active 
exertions  and  assistance  are  never  withheld,  when  pity  prompts, 
or  sense  of  duty  calls.  His  distinguished  diligence  in  the  pro- 
secution of  this  beneficent  undertaking  is  beyond  my  praise. — 
But  your  approbation  of  the  charitable  work,  and  your  contri- 
butions to  the  support  of  it,  will,  I trust,  this  day  prove  that  his 
generous  labour  is  not  lost.” 

Dr.  Browne  might  be  considered  the  ‘ Howard’  of 
Sheffield  ; for  his  great  and  expansive  mind,  and  philan- 
thropic feeling  for  the  suffering  and  indigent  poor,  was 
unbounded. 

It  would  require  a very  able  biographer  to  do  justice 
to  the  character  of  the  late  Doctor  Browne,  and  the 
limits  of  this  paper  will  not  allow  space  to  dwell  much 


t As  a perfect  stranger  when  I firslfcame  to  the  town  of  Sheffield,  I here 
beg  leave  to  acknowledge  the  many  liberal  and  kind  attentions  I have  met 
with  from  respectable  families ; and  the  frequent  hospitable  entertainments 
to  which  I have  had  so  many  repeated  invitations. 
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on  the  subject;  but  I cannot  refrain  to  observe  briefly, 
the  many  very  excellent  traits  that  existed  in  his  charac- 
ter. He  was  a man  universally  esteemed  and  respected; 
and  it  will  be  sufficient  on  this  occasion  merely  to  touch 
upon  his  ready  and  able  services  in  all  public  matters  for 
the  good  of  the  town, — services  which  were  generally  aid- 
ed by  his  purse ; but  above  all  should  be  mentioned  his 
zeal  to  serve  the  interests  of  humanity,  his  philanthropic 
exertions  and  his  benevolent  occupations,  by  which  means 
he  excited  and  drew  the  attention  of  a great  number  of 
benevolent  individuals  in  the  town  and  neighbourhood, 
(as  will  be  seen  by  the  list  of  benefactors  and  subscribers) 
who  most  readily  united  with  him  in  this  munificent  un- 
dertaking. He  was  always  ready  to  meliorate  the  condi- 
tion of  the  poor  and  needy  ; and  it  may  justly  be  said  of 
him,  that  he  remembered  the  forgotten,  attended  the  neg- 
lected, and  visited  the  forsaken  ; and,  in  his  sphere  of  life, 
he  may  be  regarded  as  one  of  the  most  active  benefactors 
of  mankind.  The  name  of  Doctor  Browne  will  live  in 
the  remembrance  of  numbers  who  have  been  benefitted 
by  his  unceasing  benevolence  and  humanity. 

I cannot  close  this  short  sketch  of  his  character,  without 
once  more  adverting  to  that  blessed  asylum  for  the  sick 
and  lame  poor,  the  Infirmary,  which  was  certainly  the 
great  scene  of  his  kind  and  generous  nature  ; and  doubt- 
less, whilst  he  lived,  its  well-being  was  a source  of  the 
highest  pleasure  and  gratification  to  his  feeling  and  com- 
passionate heart ; and  now  that  he  is  no  more,  it  will  be  a 
lasting  monument  of  his  indefatigable  exertions  and  good- 


many  succeeding  generations. 
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During  my  long  residence  at  the  Infirmary,  since  its 
first  opening,  a period  of  twenty-six  years  and  upwards, 
many  strangers  and  others,  have  not  unfrequently  ques- 
tioned me  in  regard  to  the  first  founders#  of  this  splen- 
did Institution  ; and  I know  that  there  are  many  new 
friends  to  the  Infirmary  who  have  of  late  years  come  to 
reside  both  in  the  town  and  neighbourhood,  that  will  be 
glad,  and  will  feel  an  interest  in  the  perusal  of  the  fol- 
lowing pages.  I have  therefore  judged  this  an  appropri- 
ate time  to  publish  my  compilation  on  the  Origin  of  the 
Infirmary  at  Sheffield. 


* It  is  here  again  necessary  for  me  to  quote  from  Mr.  Wilkinson’s  excellent 
Sermon ; — 

44  The  design,  and  the  sort  of  materials  intended  to  be  used,  were  decidedly 
approved  (in  her  own  peculiar,  open,  honest,  but  unassuming  manner)  by  the 
unbiassed  and  unembarrassed  judgment  of  her  whose  memory  must  long  be 
revered  with  gratitude  for  her  benefactions  in  this  neighbourhood  ; who,  in 
the  enjoyment  of  this  world’s  goods  for  a series  of  years,  which  extended  to 
a good  old  age,  never  forgot  or  omitted  to  allot,  and  freely  to  distribute,  an 
ample  portion  to  the  poor ; whose  sincere  benevolent  heart  and  liberal  hand 
justly  entitled  her  to  be  styled  the  Foundress  and  primary  Patroness  of  this 
charitable  work.f  And  the  same  design  met  equally  the  approbation  of  its 
next  pious  benefactress.”  At  the  end  of  the  Sermon  the  following  note  is 
added  : — 44  The  first  of  the  two  ladies  alluded  to  in  p.  26,  was  Mrs.  Fell, 
of  New  Hall,  who,  on  the  day  of  opening  the  subscription  for  the  General 
Infirmary,  desired  her  name  to  be  put  down  for  £ 1000.  The  other  lady 

was  Mrs.  Helen  Heaton,  of  Sheffield,  who,  by  will  bequeathed  a legacy 
of  £ 800  to  the  Charity,  and  the  residue  of  her  personal  property.  The  lat- 
ter part  of  the  bequest  is  not  as  yet  ascertained,  but  it  is  supposed  that  it  will 
amount  to  between  two  and  three  hundred  pounds.”  The  sum  totafof  the 
legacy  proved  to  be  1100Z.  and  she  subscribed  50  guineas  to  the  building. 

f Mrs.  Fell,  by  her  last  Will,  left  the  following  sums  for  charitable  purposes  within 
the  parish  of  Sheffield  : 

,500/.  to  the  Charity  School  for  Boys  in  Sheffield. 

<500/.  to  the  Charity  School  for  Girls. 

300/.  to  the  Sunday  School  in  Attercliffe. 

300/.  to  the  Sunday  School  in  Brigluside-Bjerlow. 

2<50Z,  the  interest  of  which  wras  to  be  distributed  amongst  poor  Widows, 
Widowers,  and  old  Housekeepers,  in  Brightside-Byerlow,  on  St. 
John’s  day  for  ever. 
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Sheffield  General  Infirmary. 


Al  QUESTION  naturally  arises,  and  has  been  repeatedly  ask- 
ed,  What  induced  Mrs.  Fell,  at  the  very  outset  of  the  business, 
before  it  could  be  ascertained  that  the  scheme  would  be  adopt- 
ed, to  send  Mr.  Swallow  to  that  tmeeting  for  the  express  purpose 
of  putting  down  her  name  for  so  considerable  a sum  ? To  this  I 
am  enabled  to  give  a decisive  answer, — the  declaration  of  the 
late  Mr.  Swallow  to  two  gentlemen  now  living,  made  a year  at 
least  before  the  public  meeting  now  described.  He  shewed  to 
them,  at  his  own  house,  a letter  dated  May,  1789,  and  signed  X, 
asking  if  the  author  was  known,  and  was  answered  in  the  nega- 
tive. He  then  mentioned  the  effect  which  that  letter  had  pro- 
duced upon  Mrs.  Fell’s  mind  : — that  she  most  earnestly  wished 
for  the  establishment  of  an  Infirmary  in  Sheffield  ; and  that  if 
no  such  erection  took  place  during  her  life-time,  it  was  her  in- 
tention to  leave  a handsome  sum  by  will,  for  such  specific  pur- 
pose, in  case  such  Institution  should  take  place  within  a certain 
number  of  years  after  her  decease. 

A copy  of  this  circular  letter,  found  amongst  the  papers  of 
Doctor  Browne,  I am  in  possession  of ; and  as,  by  directing  the 
attention  of  other  well-disposed  persons  to  the  subject,  it  may 
have  been  instrumental  to  the  success  of  the  business  when 
brought  officially  before  the  public  at  the  meeting  in  April, 
1792,  I consider  it,  therefore,  a document  which  should  not  be 
lost,  and  subjoin  a copy  of  it.^= 

f See  Preface,  p.  ii. 

* About  two  years  ago,  Doctor  Younge,  now  senior  Physician  to  the 
Infirmary,  acknowledged,  that  soon  after  settling  in  Sheffield,  he  was  induced, 
from  observing  the  distressed  situation  of  the  sick  poor,  to  write  that  address, 
and  circulated  about  300  copies  of  it  in  the  town  and  neighbourhood. 
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every  rank  and  order  of  men  among  us ; and  so  perfectly  are 
many  principal  inhabitants  of  Sheffield  and  its  neighbourhood 
convinced  of  the  utility  which  would  accrue  from  a Public  In- 
stitution of  this  kind,  that  we  can  declare  they  wait  only  for 
the  Proposal  to  become  liberal  contributors  to,  and  supporters 
of,  the  Plan.  To  such  an  Institution  no  exception  can  be  made  : 
in  its  nature  it  excludes  the  lazy,  and  such  as,  under  the  false 
appearance  of  distress,  might  intercept  that  charity  which  is 
designed  only  for  real  objects  of  misery ; — in  the  most  perfect 
and  speedy  manner  administers  relief  and  comfort  to  those 
whose  cases  require,  and  will  admit  of,  a remedy;— and  is  most 
peculiarly  adapted  to  the  nature  of  this  Place,  where  accidents 
may  frequently  happen,  and  where  the  labour  of  any  indivi- 
dual cannot  be  for  a time  suspended,  without  ultimately  affect- 
ing the  interests  of  many. 

May  1,1789.  X. 


Within  three  years  from  the  date  of  the  above  valuable  letter, 
a public  meeting  was  convened;  previous  to  which,  a powerful 
appeal  was  made  to  the  public  by  Doctor  Browne.  The  fol- 
lowing is  a copy  of  his  circular  letter  on  the  subject: 

Sir,  Sheffield , April  19,  1792. 

AS  it  is  now  certain  that  a meeting  of  the  inhabitants  of  the 
town  and  neighbourhood  of  Sheffield,  will  be  held  at  the  Town- 
hall,  on  Monday  next,  at  eleven  o’clock  in  the  forenooD,  to  en- 
quire into  the  propriety  of  establishing  an  Infirmary  near  this 
town,  l take  the  liberty  to  address  you  on  the  occasion,  and  to 
submit  to  your  consideration  a few  cursory  remarks  on  the  na- 
ture and  utility  of  such  an  institution. 

Of  all  the  various  charities  which  do  honour  to  this  country, 
and  which  have  loDg  been  the  admiration  of  foreigners,  public 
Infirmaries  and  hospitals  justly  claim  the  pre-eminence.  Indeed, 
their  general  advantage  is  so  universally  acknowledged,  that 
there  is  scarcely  a city  or  large  town  in  the  kingdom,  in  which 
one  or  more  is  not  to  be  found.  If  I were  to  enter  into  a detail 
of  ail  the  benefits  and  advantages  which  arise  from  these  insti- 
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tutions,  I might  write  a volume  instead  of  a letter  on  the  sub- 
ject. Suffice  it,  therefore,  briefly  to  remark,  that  Infirmaries, 
having  for  their  great  object  the  relief  of  thousands  of  our  fel- 
low creatures  in  distress,  and  being  for  this  purpose  placed  in 
open,  airy  situations,  and  furnished  with  large,  clean,  ventilated 
apartments,  and  also  conducted  upon  regular,  moral,  systema- 
tic plans,  with  regard  to  their  interior  government,  challenge, 
in  this  general  point  of  view,  our  warm  approbation  and  sup- 
port. But  when  we  examine  them  more  minutely,  and  observe 
the  immediate  and  ready  assistance  which  they  give  to  persons 
of  all  descriptions,  in  cases  of  sudden  accidents  and  diseases; 
the  particular  benefit  they  afford  to  paupers  living  in  the  coun- 
try, remote  from  medical  or  surgical  assistance;  their  great  use 
to  all  who  labour  under  inveterate  chronic  diseases,  where  re- 
gular perseverance  in  the  plans  prescribed  is  essentially  neces- 
sary to  their  recovery,  we  become  more  confirmed  in  our  opi- 
nion of  their  extensive  utility.  Again,  from  the  merciful  door 
of  charity  which  they  open  to  the  stranger,  the  friendless,  and 
the  unprotected;  from  their  peculiar  benefit  to  lunatics,  and 
the  great  comfort  they  thence  afford  to  their  families  and 
friends  ; from  their  being  supplied  with  prudent,  active,  and  ex- 
perienced nurses,  and  other  assistants,  and  furnished  with  all 
sorts  of  necessary  accommodations  for  the  paupers;  but  above 
all,  for  the  regular,  superintending  care  and  humane  assistance 
of  the  most  able  and  experienced  gentlemen  of  the  faculty,  who, 
in  difficult  cases,  hold  repeated  consultations,  until  a cure,  if 
possible,  be  effected.  From  these,  and  various  other  consider- 
ations, I say,  we  may  justly  infer,  that  Infirmaries  have  infinite 
advantages  over  all  private  institutions  or  acts  of  charity  what- 
ever. Indeed,  gentlemen  of  the  faculty,  however  well-disposed 
many  of  them  may  be  to  afford  assistance  to  sick  paupers,  well 
know  that  it  is  vain  to  prescribe  medicines,  when  almost  every 
necessary  of  life  is  wanting  to  give  them  effect. 

It  is  also  worthy  of  particular  remark,  that  these  most  excel- 
lent institutions  have  been  the  cause  of  very  great  improve- 
ments in  the  practice  both  of  physic  aud  surgery,  as  the  number 

of  difficult  and  uncommon  cases,  which  constantly  occur,  must 
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necessarily  afford  great  scope  for  medical  and  surgical  inge- 
nuity; and  hence,  the  more  affluent  member  of  society  who 
subscribed  to  the  institution  of  an  Infirmary,  at  first,  from  pure 
motives  of  humauity,  being  subject  to  the  same  laws  of  animal 
ceconomy,  and  liable  to  the  same  accidents  and  diseases  with 
his  most  indigent  fellow  creature,  reaps  the  benefit  in  his  turn, 
of  the  great  improvements  derived  from  this  useful  source  of 
information;  Providence  having  kindly  annexed  to  every  vir- 
tuous act  its  appropriate  reward  ! But  the  advantages  do  not 
stop  here  ; they  are  not  confined  to  the  neighbourhood  of  any 
particular  Infirmary,  but  the  whole  kingdom,  nay,  the  whole 
world,  through  the  medium  of  the  press,  is  benefitted  thereby. 
Moreover,  the  early  and  numerous  opportunities  which  these 
institutions  afford  to  young  men  of  the  faculty  to  see  surgical 
operations  and  medical  practice,  who  will  thence,  in  future  life, 
become  more  able  practitioners,  and  of  course,  more  useful 
members  of  the  community,  ought  not  to  escape  observation  ; 
neither  should  we  neglect  to  remark,  that  the  whole  of  the 
business  respecting  suspended  animation,  and  that  of  inoculat- 
ing the  children  of  the  poor,  gratis,  may  easily,  and  with  a mere 
trifle  of  additional  expence,  be  connected  with  that  of  an  Infir- 
mary ; and  hence,  what  numberless  blessings  may  we  not  ex- 
plore as  flowing  from  such  various  sources  of  humanity  and 
sound  policy. 

I shall  conclude  by  observing,  that  although  these  admirable 
institutions  are  universally  useful,  at  all  times  and  in  all  places, 
yet  they  must  certainly  be  more  particularly  so  near  large  ma- 
nufacturing towns,  where,  from  the  nature  of  the  trade  carried 
on,  the  artificers  are  more  exposed  to  accidents  than  in  others. 
Now,  as  Sheffield  is  evidently  one  of  that  description,  it  is 
really  a matter  of  the  greatest  surprise,  that  it  should  be,  per- 
haps, the  only  town  of  equal  commercial  consequence  in  the 
kingdom,  in  which  no  institution  of  this  kind  has  hitherto 
taken  place.  Whatever  may  have  been  the  cause,  it  is  certain 
that  it  can  by  no  means  be  ascribed,  justly,  to  the  want  of  hu- 
manity or  true  charity  in  its  inhabitants;  for  whenever  they 
have  been  properly  called  upon  to  afford  relief  to  their  fellow 
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creatures,  either  individually  or  collectively,  they  have  always 
done  it  (to  their  honour  be  it  spoken)  with  the  greatest  alacrity 
and  cheerfulness.  I have,  therefore,  no  doubt  that  on  Monday 
next,  when  the  proposition  will  be  made  for  the  establishment 
of  an  infirmary,  near  this  place,  it  will  be  supported  with  that 
liberality  which  has  hitherto  characterised  the  benevolent  inha- 
bitants of  this  large  and  populous  town,  and  that  it  will  also 
receive  a sanction  from  the  neighbouring  nobility,  gentry,  and 
others,  commensurate  with  its  great  and  acknowledged  impor- 
tance. 

I am,  Sir, 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 

A Friend  to  General  Infirmaries. 

P.  S.  If  the  sum  subscribed  should  be  adequate  to  the  insti- 
tution of  an  Infirmary , a Lunatic  Asylum , and  a Public  Dis- 
pensary, and  should  enable  the  Committee  to  accomplish  the 
whole  business  of  the  Humane  Society,  and  that  of  inoculating 
the  children  of  the  poor  free  of  expence , what  a philanthropic 
system  of  universal  benevolence  would  not  these  connected 
charities  present  to  our  view  ? — a system  which  would  acknow- 
ledge no  bounds  to  its  power  of  doing  good.  It  is  then  most 
ardently  to  be  wished , that  the  subscriptions  may  be  coexten- 
sive  with  all  its  noble  objects , and  that  it  may  at  last  enable 
this  town  and  the  country  around  it,  to  pay  off  the  mighty  debt 
which  has  long  been  owing  to  humanity. 
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SHEFFIELD  GENERAL  INFIRMARY . 


Sheffield , April  25, 1792. 

At  a public  Meeting  of  the  Inhabitants  of  the  town  and  neighbourhood  of 

Sheffield,  held  at  the  Town  Hall,  on  Monday  the  23rd  instant,  to  consider 

of  the  propriety  of  erecting  an  Infirmary  near  this  place ; and  also  at  a 

Meeting  of  the  Committee  appointed  to  carry  the  same  into  effect,  which 

was  held  at  the  Cutlers’  Hall,  on  Wednesday  the  25th  inst. 

The  REV.  JAMES  WILKINSON,  in  the  Chair. 

The  following  Resolutions  were  agreed  to : 

1.  That  of  the  numerous  humane  Institutions  which  do  ho- 
nour to  this  country,  public  Infirmaries  appear  to  be  the  most 
useful. 

2.  That  the  general  opinion  respecting  them  may  be  collect- 
ed from  the  adoption  of  such  Charities  in  almost  every  city  and 
large  town  in  the  kingdom. 

3.  That  from  the  particular  kind  of  manufacture  carried  on 
in  Sheffield  and  its  neighbourhood,  an  Infirmary  near  this  place 
would  be  extremely  advantageous. 

4.  That  a subscription  be  immediately  opened  for  carrying 
the  same  into  effect. 

This  being  done , and  it  appearing  that  Mrs.  Fell,  of  New  Hall , had  sub- 
scribed One  Thousand  Founds , 

5.  That  the  thanks  of  this  Meeting  be  given  to  Mrs.  Fell, 
for  her  munificent  contribution  towards  the  aforesaid  Institu- 
tion, and  that  a letter  be  written  by  the  Chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee, expressive  of  the  sense  which  this  meeting  entertains  of 
such  exemplary  benevolence,  and  that  she  be  waited  upon  there- 
with in  the  most  respectful  manner,  by  a deputation  from  the 
said  Committee. 

6.  That  all  subscribers  to  the  said  Infirmary  be  considered  as 
members  of  the  Committee. 

7.  That  a meeting  of  the  said  Committee  be  held  on  Tuesdays 
and  Thursdays,  at  the  Cutlers’  Hall,  from  six  to  seven  o’clock 
in  the  eveniDgs,  for  the  purpose  of  receiving  subscriptions,  and 
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considering  of  the  most  proper  measure  to  be  taken  in  every 
stage  of  the  business. 

8.  That  it  is  most  earnestly  recommeuded  to  those  ladies  and 
gentlemen  who  mean  to  become  subscribers  to  the  said  Institu- 
tion, that  they  would  signify  their  intentions  as  soon  as  possible. 

9.  That  letters,  for  the  said  purpose,  addressed  to  the  Chair- 
man of  the  Committee  for  the  Sheffield  Infirmary,  at  the  Cutlers* 
Hall,  will  be  regularly  received,  and  the  names  of  the  subscrib- 
ing parties  immediately  entered  on  the  list  of  the  subscribers. 

10.  That  the  aforesaid  resolutions  be  printed  in  the  Sheffield 
newspapers. 

JAMES  WILKINSON,  Chairman. 

Dr.  Milnes,  of  Chesterfield,  in  a Letter  to  the  Committee,  says, 

il  For  my  part , 1 am  so  thoroughly  convinced  of  the  inefficacy  of  all  other 
means  for  the  relief  of  the  Poor . when  sick  or  disabled , and  am  so  hearty 
a well-wisher  to  Infirmaries  in  general , and  to  yours  in  particular , that  1 
beg  the  favour  of  you  to  put  down  my  name  for  100/.” 

The  subscriptions  are  requested  to  be  paid  by  three  instal- 
ments, into  either  of  the  Sheffield  banks,  at  the  distance  of  six 
months  from  each  ; the  first  payment  to  be  made  at  Christmas 
next,  after  which  time  all  the  subscriptions  are  desired  to  be 
paid  by  two  instalments  into  the  said  banks,  viz.  at  Midsummer 
and  Christmas,  1793. 

The  Committee,  however,  in  consequence  of  several  ques- 
tions which  have  been  proposed  to  them,  beg  to  inform  those 
who  may  wish  to  pay  any  larger  part,  or  the  whole  of  their  sub- 
scriptions sooner,  that  whatever  sum  is  advanced,  will  be  ap- 
propriated with  all  convenient  speed,  to  the  benefit  of  the  noble 
charity  for  which  it  was  subscribed  ; and  of  which,  as  well  as 
of  all  other  proceedings,  a regular  report  will  be  made  at  stated 
periods,  to  the  subscribers  at  large. 


10 


THE  FOLLOWING  IS  A CORRECT  ALPHABETICAL 

LIST  OF  ALL  THE  ORIGINAL  SUBSCRIBERS 
To  the  Sheffield  General  Infirmary,  to  the  25th  of  Dec.  1792. 


A £.  s.  d. 

A- B.  (by  Mr.S.  A.  Younge)Sheffield  5 5 0 

Abdy,  Mr.  John  Do 3 3 0 

Alderson,  Rev.  Chris.  Eckington  31  10  0 
Allen,  Mr.  Thos.  near  Huddersfield  30  0 0 

Allen,  Mr.  Joseph,  Sheffield  ....  20  0 0 
Alsop,  Mr.  Samuel,  Little  Sheffield  10  10  0 
Allwood,  Mr.  Joseph,  Sheffield  ..550 
Anderton,  Mr.  John,  Norton  Lees  15  15  0 

Appleby,  Mr.  Thomas,  Sheffield. . 10  10  0 

Ardron,  Mr.  John  Do 3 3 0 

Ash,  Mr.  John  Do 3 3 0 

Ashforth.  Mr  George  Do 20  0 0 

Ashforth,  Mr.  Samuel  Do 3 3 0 

Ashmore,  Mr.  Thomas  Do 5 5 0 

Athorpe,  R.  A.  Esq.  Dinnington. . 50  0 0 

Atherton,  Mr.  John,  Sheffield. ...  5 5 0 

Atkin,  Mr.  J.  Norton  5 5 0 


B 

Badger,  Mr  Joseph,  Sheffield 25  0 

Bagshaw,  John,  Esq.  Oaks. .. . 200  0 

Bagshaw,  Rev.  William 20  0 

Bagshaw.  Rev  Mr  forA.B..  ..  5 5 

Bagnall,  Mr  John,  Sheffield 10  10 

Bayley,  Mr  R.  & R.  Do  50  0 

Bayley,  Mr  Joseph 5 5 

Bamforth,  Mr  Jon-  Pond  Forge. . 5 5 

Barlow,  Mr  John,  Sheffield 50  0 0 

Barnes,  David,  Esq.  Ashgate. ...  100  0 0 

Barker,  John,  Esq.  Edensor 50  0 0 

Barber  and  Genn  . . ...Sheffield  15  15  0 
Barlow  and  Longden  Do....  5 5 

Barlow, Mr J. Meadow-st.  Do..  3 3 

Barnard,  Mr  Robert  Do.  ...  5 5 

Bateman,  Mr  Geo.  & Son,  Do. .. . 5 5 

Beard,  Mr  James  Do....  3 3 

Beldon,  Mr  Joseph,  London 21  0 

Beldon,  Mr  George  Sheffield  5 5 

Bennet,  Mr  John  Do....l00  0 

Biggin,  Mr  Thomas,  Norton. . ..21  0 

Binney,  Mr  Joseph  Sheffield  10  10  0 

Birks,  Miss  Louisa  Do 10  10  0 

Birks,  Mr  William  Do 10  10  0 

Birks,  Mr  John  Do 10  10  0 

Birks,  Mr  Samuel  Do....  3 3 0 

Blackburn,  Mr  Joseph  Do....  10  10  0 

Blackwell,  Mr.  Chesterfield 2 2 0 

Bland,  Rev.  Thomas,  Bolsterstone  10  10  0 

Bland,  Mr  Thomas,  Sheffield  10  10  0 
Booth,  Mr  John,  Brush-house. . . . 100  0 0 

Bosley.  Rev.  G.  Chesterfield 2 2 

Bourne,  Rev.  Laurence,  Dronfield  100  0 
Brady,  Mr  Jervis  Sheffield  5 5 

Bra m mall  Jas.  A:  Son,  Porto  Bello  10  10 
Brewer,  Rev.  Jehoiada  Sheffield  5 5 

Brightmore,  Mr  William  Do. ...  50  0 


£.  s. 

Brittain,  Mr  George  Do....  21  0 

Brookfield,  Mr  John  Do....  21  0 

Broorahead, Messrs.  J. & B.  Do..  31  10 
Browne,  John,  M.  D.  Sheffield  200  0 
Browne,  Mrs  John  Do.  ..  10  10 

Broad head,  Mr  Joseph  Do. . . . 5 5 

Bryant,  Rev.  Thomas  Do 10  10 

Bustard,  Mrs  Catharine  Do....  10  10 

Burditt,  Mr  John  Do....  5 5 

Burton,  Blr  William  Do. , . . 10  10 

Burnand,  Mr  Robert  Do....  5 5 

Butcher,  Mr  John  Do 10  10 

Burton,  Miss,  London 100  0 


C 

Cadman,  Mr  Peter  & Son,  Sheffield  30  0 

Cadman,  Mr  David  Do....  10  10 

Camm,  Mrs  Do 10  10 

Camm,  Mr  James  Do....  21  0 

Cameron,  Col.  D.  J 50  0 

Cartwright,  Rev.  Edrn.  Doncaster  21  0 

Carver,  Rev.  John,  Morthen....  31  10 

Carleill,  Capt.  Brosterfields 21  0 

Chorley,  Edw.  M.  D.  Doncaster..  10  10 
Clay,  Joseph.  Esq.  Bridgehouses  100  0 

Clay,  John,  Esq.  Hesley 100  0 

Clarke,  Mr  Joseph,  of  the  Haugh  10  10 
Clement,  Mr  Charles,  Sheffield  . . 10  10 
Cockshaw,  Mr  Thomas,  Barnsley  3 3 

Cock,  John,  Esq.  Chesterfield — .10  0 

Cockayne,  Mr  John,  Sheffield  . . 5 5 

Colley,  Mr  Thomas,  Do 10  10 

Colley,  Mr  Joseph,  Liverpool. .. . 21  0 

Colley.  Capt.  J.  E.  Do 100  0 

Colley,  Mr  Wm.  Sheffield  3 3 

Cooke,  Mr  J.  Bullstake,  Do....  5 5 

Cooper,  Mr  Edward  Do 3 3 

Cousins,  Mr  Nathaniel,  Rotherham  50  0 

Crawshaw,  Mr  John,  Masbro’ 50  0 

Crawshaw,  Mr  J.  jun.  Button-hill  50  0 

Creswick,  Mr  James  Sheffield  10  10 

Creswick,  Mr  Joseph  Do....  3 3 

Crowder,  Mr  Wm.  for  sundry  1 
workmen  in  the  plated  ma-  f p.  q 

nufactory  of  Mess.  Ashforth,  f U0'  0 

Ellis, Wilson , & Hawksley s 3 
Crofts,  Mr  Benjamin  Do....  3 3 

Crofts,  Miss  Eli zff  Do. — 5 5 

Cross,  Mrs  Elizabeth  Do....  5 5 

Curr,  Mr  John,  Sheffield  Park  ..25  0 

Cutforthay,  Rob.  Esq.  Rotherham  50  0 

Cuttler,  Mr  Wm.  & Sons,  Sheffield  10  10 

D 

Devonshire,  his  Grace  of  . . ..  500  0 
Duncombe,  Henry,  Esq.  M.  P...  100  0 


d. 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 


0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 


0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 


0 

0 
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£ s 

Dawson,  Mr  Anthony,  Sheffield  10  10* 
Davison,  Mr  Lemuel  Do  33 

Darwin,  Mr  John  Do.*.’’.*  jo  JO 

Deakin,  Mr  Samuel  Do.  * 10  JO 

Deakin,  Mr  William  Do. ! ” 5 5 

Dickinson,  Mrs.  Highfield..  ..*21  0 

Dickinson,  Miss  Mary  . . Sheffield  3 3 
Dixon,  Mr  John,  Whittington. ...  100  0 
Dixon,  Hague,  and  Co.  Wicker..  15  15 
Doncaster,  Corporation  of,  by  J 
Geo.  Hallifax,  Esq.  Mayor  i 100 
Drake,  Mr  Wm.  Sheffield  3 3 

Duncan,  John,  M.  D.  Do....  lo  10 
Dunn,  Mr  William  Do 3 3 


0 0 


The  Right  Hon.  the  Earl  or> 

Effingham c 100 

Eadon,  Mr  John,  jun. . . Sheffield 

Elam,  Mrs  D0 

Ellis,  Mr  Charles  Do. . .’! 

Ellis,  Mr  Samuel  Do. 

Ellis,  Mrs  Hannah  Sons,  Do 
Ellison,  Messrs.  Richard,  jun  j” 
and  Co.  Thorne  1 

ElHott,  Mr  Arthur,  Carlisle 10 


0 0 


0 0 


Elliott^  Mr  George 
Elliott,  Mr  Charles 
Emmerson,  Mr  Robert 
Evans.  Rev.  Joseph 
Eyre,  Vincent,  Esq. 
Eyre,  Mr  John 
Eyre,  Mr  Thomas 
Eyre,  Mr  James 


Sheffield  3 3 c 
Do  ...  10  10  0 
Do-...  3 3 0 

Do lo  10  0 

Do 100 

Do lo 

Do 5 

Do 3 


0 

10 

5 

3 


f 

The  Right  Hon.  Earl  Fitz 
william  , 

Fajrbank,  Mr  Wm.  West-hill.'  4 
Fell,  Mrs.  New-hall loon 

Fpnfnn  AT  „ 17 ■ 1.  L**1UUU 


500  0 0 


Fenton,  Mr  Francis 
Fenton,  Mr  Matthew 
Firth,  Mr  William 
Fowler,  Mr  Samuel 
Fox,  Mr  Godfrey 
Fox,  Mr  John 
Fox,  Mr  Samuel 
France,  Mr  Jon. 


Sheffield  27 
Manor  1 0 
Sheffield  10 


I . £ 

Gehrwin,  Mr  Jacob  Do 3o 

Gell,  Philip,  Esq.  Hopton J 00 

Gillott,  M r William,  Banks 3 

Gillott,  Mr  Malin  Sheffield  5 

Gulis,  Mr  James  Do  3 

Girdler,  Mr  Ed  ward,  Sheffield  Park  20 

Gisborne.  Rev.  Francis,  Staveley  50  O 
.Goodwin,  Rev.  Edward,  Sheffield  10  10 
Gosling,  Mr  George  Do....  3 3 

I Gould,  Mr  George,  Bakewell.  *.”  3 

Gray,  Mr  Wm,  jun.  York  ...  . 25 
Greaves,  Mr  George  Sheffield  1 00 
Greaves,  Mr  John  Do  30 

Greaves,  Mr  Thomas  Do  ”3 

Greaves,  Mr  Jonadab  Do  ” 5 

Greaves,  Mr  G.  Westfield,  Do. . .* ! 3 

Greaves,  Mr  Samuel  Do. . . . 31  10 

Greaves,  Mr  George,  Wells..  ..  50  0 
Greaves.  Mr  Robert,  Eckington. . 15  15 
rLeaVeS^:  Es * Paee  Hall  100  0 
ell  ’ S' rTWl11 llam  Sheffield  3 3 

Green,  Mr  James  Do..  10  10 

Griffith,  Mrs.  Barnbro’  Hall  .’.*  ”l00  0 
Gunning,  Miss  Eliza 50  0 

rr  H 

Hague,  Mr  John,  Walkley 20 

Halliday,  Rev.  Thomas,  Norton. . 21 
Rail  a“d  Spittiehouse,  Sheffield  4 

Do 21 

Do 5 

Do 21 

Do 5 

Do 3 

Do 21 

Do  . . . 5 

Do 5 


0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 


Do 

Do..  . 
Do.... 
Do.... 
Do. . . . 


Frith,  Mr  Jos.  King  street, Do.  . 

Frith  Tl/T-  „ 


Do.... 

Do.... 

Do.... 


10  0 
5 0 


Hall,  Mr  Henry 
Hall,  Mr  George 
Hall,  Mr  Samuel 
Hall,  Mr  Peter 
Hale,  Mr  William 
Hancock,  Mrs 
Handley,  Mrs  Ann 
Harmer,  Rev.  John 
Hare,  Miss,  Cowley 
Harris,  Mr  Thomas 
Harrison,  Mr  Thomas 
Harwood,  Mr  William 
Haslehurst,  Mr  George 
Hathfield,  Mr  John 


10  10 
3 3 


Do. 

Do 50  0 

Do 10  0 

Do 3 3 

Rotherham  10  10 


Frith,  Mr  John 
Frith,  Miss  Elizabeth 
Frith,  Miss  Ann 
Frith,  Mr  Jos.  Snig-hill 
Frith,  Mr  Francis 

Froggatt,  Mr  John  Do  «T 

Freeman,  Flower,  Esq.  Clapham  2 
Frost,  Mr  William  Sheffield  in 

Furniss,  Mr  James  D„  ® 

Furmss,  Mr  Matthias  Do!.'.'.'  3 

Gales,  Mr  Joseph  ° Sheffield  10  lo 


0 

5 

10 

3 

10 

10 


D« 10  10 

Do 10  10 

0 
0 


10  0 
10  0 


dumi,  itotfteriiaii 

Hawksley,  Mr  John,  Attercliffe. . 15  1,5 
Mr  Joseph  Sheffield  20  0 
Hawksley,  Mr  Joshua 
Hawksworth,  Mr  John 
Haynes,  Miss 
Heaton,  Mrs 
Heaton,  Mrs  (legacy) 

Healey,  Mr  James 
Heathcote,  Mr  Thomas 


10  0 
10  0 
3 0 


in.  1 nomas  uo a 

Hedges.  Rev.  William,  Thriberg  21 
Hewitt,  Rev.  j.  SJlire  Qaks  s 2, 

^rs  Sheffield 

Hellefield,  Mr  William  Do.. 

Heppenstall,  Mr  John  Do. 

Hinchsliffe,  Mr  Robert  Do. 

Hinchsliffe,  Mr  David  Do 

Hodgson,  Rev.  R.  Rawmarsh  .*.’ 
Hodgson,  Mr  John  Sheffield  10  10 
Hodgson,  Mr  Birmingham  5 5 


Do 21  0 

Do 50  0 

Do JO  10 

Do 52  10 

Do.... 800  0 

Do 5 5 

Do 3 3 

0 

...  0 

Sheffield  10  10 
3 3 
10  10 
3 3 
3 3 
40  0 


0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 
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£.  s 

Holy,  Mr  Thomas  Sheffield  100  0 
Hoole,  Mr  John  Do. ...  50  0 

Hoole,  Mr  Francis  Do....  5 5 

Hoole,  Mr  Henry,  for  the  Grind-  J 
ers  of  the  Holme  Intake  Wheel  >10  10 
upon  Rivelin  j 

Hotham.  Mr  William  Sheffield  5 5 
Hounsfield,  Mr  Geo.  jun.  Do...,.  10  10 
Howard,  Rev.  Philip,  Handsworth  50  0 
Howard,  Mrs  Sheffield  3 3 

Howlden,  Mr  Richard  Do 3 3 

Hoyland,  Mr  John  Do..  ..100  0 

Hoy  land,  Mr  John,  Brierley  . . . . 10  10 
Hoyland,  Mr  William  Sheffield  10  10 

Hoyiand,  Mr  Joseph  Do 3 3 

Hoyland,  Mr  Wm.  Burg.  st.  Do. . 5 5 

!Hoyle,  Mr  William  Do  ...  21  0 


Hoy  strop,  Mr  Richard 

Do.... 

10 

10 

Hufton,  Mr  Anthony 

Do.... 

21 

0 

Hutchinson,  Mr  Wm.  Attercliffe. . 

10 

10 

Hutchinson,  Mr  Wm. 

Sheffield 

5 

5 

Hutton,  Mrs 

Do.... 

31 

10 

I 

Jackson,  Mr  Wm. 

Sheffield 

10 

JO 

James,  Mr  Rice 

Do.... 

10 

10 

Ibberson,  Mr  Joseph,  Highfleld. . 

50 

0 

Ibberson,  Mrs  Do 

10 

10 

Ibbotson,  Mr  Wm.  & Son,  Sheffield 

15 

15 

Jeeves,  Mr  George 

Do 

21 

0 

Jennings,  Mr  John, 

Do.  Park 

5 

5 

Jervis,  Mr  William 

Sheffield 

10 

10 

Jepson,  Mr  Matthew 

Do.... 

5 

5 

Jessop,  Mr  Richard 

Do 

3 

3 

Ignotos,  by  Mess.  Peels, Wilkes 

Dickinsons,  and  Co.  London..  300 

0 

Johnson,  Peter,  Esq.  York 

20 

0 

Jones,  Mr  David 

Sheffield 

10 

10 

Jones,  Mr  Caesar 

Do.... 

3 

3 

K 

Kay,  Mr  James 

Sheffield 

10 

10 

Kay,  Mr  Robert 

Do... 

10 

10 

Kemp,  Mr  Isaiah 

Do 

3 

3 

Kenyon,  Mr  John 

Do 

50 

0 

Kenyon,  Mrs 

Do.... 

10 

10 

Kirkby,  Mr  Samuel 

Do  ... 

21 

0 

Kirkby,  Mr  James 

Do.  Moor 

10 

10 

Kirkby,  Messrs.  S & J. 

Sheffield 

10 

10 

Knutton,  Mr  Thomas 

Do.... 

10 

10 

L 

Lambert,  Mr  Robert,  Neepsend . . 

30 

0 

Law,  Mr  Philip 

Sheffield 

5 

5 

Law7,  Mr  Thomas 

Do 

5 

5 

Leader,  Mr  Thomas,  iun 

. Do 

10 

10 

Leigh,  Rupert,  Esq.  <fc  Co  Cheadle 

25 

0 

Liddell,  Mr  Thomas 

Sheffield 

3 

3 

Lister,  Mr  Nathaniel 

Do.... 

3 

3 

Linley,  Mr  John 

Do.... 

5 

5 

Litllewood,  Mr  John 

Do.... 

10 

10 

Littiewood,  Mr  Charles 

Do.... 

10 

10 

£.  s.  d. 

Loftus,  Mrs  Do....  50  0 0 

Longsdon,  Mr  Wm.  Eyam 21  0 0 

Lord,  Mr  Wm.  Sheffield  Paek  . . 5 5 0 
Love,  Mr  John  Sheffield  21  0 0 

Loy,  Mr  Richard  Do 3 3 0 

Lucas,  Mr  Do. ...  10  10  (I 

Lucas,  Thomas,  Esq.  Chesterfield  2 2 0 


Lunn,  Mr  John,  Worksop 21  0 T) 

Lury,  Mr  John,  Bristol 100  0 0 


M 


Mackenzie,  Rev.  Alex. 

Sheffield  50 

0 

0 

Mackenzie,  Mr  Peter 

Do  ... 

5 

5 

0 

Mac  Nab,  Rev.  Alex. 

Do 

3 

3 

0 

Manley,  Mr  Wm.  Chesterfield  .. 

5 

5 

0 

Marshall,  Mr  John,  Pye 

Bank. . 

100 

0 

0 

Marshall,  Mr  Samuel 

Sheffield  50 

0 

0 

Marshall,  Miss  Lydia 

Do 

10 

10 

0 

Marshall,  Mrs  Lydia,  Shef.  (legacy)  100 

0 

0 

Marshall,  Mr  Jonathan 

Sheffield 

5 

5 

0 

Marden,  Mr  Wm.  and  Son,  Do. . . . 

50 

0 

0 

Marsh,  Mr  John 

Do 

10 

10 

0 

Mason,  Rev.  Wm.  Aston 

100 

0 

0 

Meanley,  Rev.  Mr 

Do.... 

10 

10 

0 

Mekin,  Mr  Joseph 

Do 

5 

5 

0 

Mickleth waite,  Mr  Benj, 

. tDo 

10 

10 

0 

Middleton,  Mr  Wm. 

Do 

10 

10 

0 

Middleton,  Mr  John 

Do.... 

10 

10 

0 

Milnes,  Rich.  M.  D.  Chesterfield 

100 

0 

0 

Milner,  Gamaliel.  Esq.  Attercliffe  50 

0 

0 

Miiward,  Mr  Charles 

Sheffield 

10 

10 

0 

Moorhouse,  Mr  Henry 

Do.... 

3 

3 

0 

Mower,  Mr  John 

Do.... 

25 

0 

0 

Mowrer,  Rev.  James 

Do.... 

10 

10 

0 

Moxon,  Mr  Richard.  Hull 

21 

0 

0 

Murray,  Wm.  Esq.  Banner  Cross 

100 

0 

0 

Mycock,  Mr  John 

Sheffield 

3 

3 

0 

N 

His  Grace  the  Duke  of  Norfolk  500 

0 

0 

Naden,  Mr  Wm. 

Sheffield 

3 

3 

0 

Naw,  Miss 

Do 

30 

0 

0 

Naylor,  Rev.  Benj. 

Do  ... 

10 

10 

0 

Newbould,  Mr  Wm. 

Do.... 

25 

0 

0 

Newbould,  Mr  Samuel 

Do.... 

10 

10 

0 

Newton,  Mr  Thomas 

Do.... 

10 

10 

0 

Newton,  Mr  John 

Do.... 

3 

3 

0 

Nicholson,  Mr  Wm 

Do 

10 

10 

0 

Nicholson,  Mr  Samuel 

Do 

10 

10 

0 

Nicholson,  Mess.  W.  & T.  Do. . . . 

10 

10 

0 

Nicholson,  Mr  Joshua 

Do 

5 

5 

0 

Nodder,  Mrs.  Hasland. . , 

10 

10 

0 

Norris,  Mr  Samuel 

Sheffield 

15 

15 

0 

Nowill  and  Kippax 

Do.... 

15 

15 

0 

O 

Oakes,  Mr  Edward 

Sheffield 

3 

3 

0 

Oates,  Mr  Christopher 

Do.... 

10 

10 

0 

Oates,  Mr  George 

Do 

10 

10 

0 

Oates,  Mr  Wm 

Do 

10 

10 

0 

Offley,  Mrs  Catharine,  Norton  .. 

50 

0 

0 

Ogden,  Mr  Peter 

Sheffield 

3 

3 

0 

d. 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 
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Overton,  Henry,  Esq.  Loversail. . 50  0 
Owen,  Mr  Charles,  London 3i  jo 

P 

Palfrey  man,  Mr  Luke  Sheffield  10  10 

Palfreeman,  Mr  Robert  Do 3 3 

Parker,  John.  Esq.  Woodthorpe  150  0 
Parker,  Mr  John  Sheffield  21  0 

Parker,  Rev.  Francis  Do 10  10 

Parker,  Messrs.  K.  and  A.  Do. . . * 25  0 

Parkin,  Mr  Jonathan,  Hallam  Gate  50  0 

Parkin,  Mr  Jos.  Son,  Sheffield  10  10 

Parkin,  Mr  John  Do 10  10 

Parsons,  Mr  John  Do....  21  0 

Pasmore,  Mr  Thomas  Do..*.*!  5 5 

Pass,  Mr  John  Do  5 5 

Pearson,  Mr  Wm.  Do!.’!.*  25  0 

Pearson,  Mr  Thos.  Grimesthorpe  5 5 
Penluigton,  Mr  Thomas,  Sheffield  3 3 1 

Pheazant  and  Riley  Do....  10  10  1 

Porter  and  Newton  Do....  21  0 ( 

Potter,  Mrs.  Do  3 3 f 

Poynton,  Mr.  Ulley .’.’.'!  2 1 0 ( 

Proctor,  Mr  Charles  Sheffield  21  0 ( 

Proctor,  Mr  Luke  Do....  10  10  C 


Royle,  Mr  Ed.  for  the  Men  and 
Women  in  Messrs.  Younge,  ( 
Sons  & Co.  silver  plated  and  t 
button  manufac.  Sheffield  ' 
Rushforth,  Mr  John,  Do. . 
Rutherford,  Mr  Thos.  Do  ’ .’ ' * ’ 


£. 


d. 


40  14  0 


3 3 
10  10 


3 
0 

3 3 
10  10 
10  lo 
3 3 

10  10 
10  10 


R 

Radcljffe,  E.  Esq.  Waltlmmstowe  100 
Radford,  Rev.  Thomas,  Sheffield  5 
Ramsay,  Mr  Robert  Do  3 
Rawson,  Mr  Thomas,  Wardsend  100 
Rawson,  Mr  John  Do...  30 

Rawson,  Mr  Robert,  Sheffield  10  10 

Rawson,  Mr  James  Do 10  10 

ReadVMr/°hn  Do....  50  0 

Rearsby,  Mrs 50  0 

Revill,  Mr. Sheffield  Par'k.V .V.‘.‘  5 5 

Richards  Mr  George,  Calver  Mill  5 5 

R il?rd;  Mr  JZra  Sheffield  10  10 

Rimington,  Mr  John  Do  31  10 

Rimington,  Mrs.  sen.  Do. . .“  jo  10 

Roberts,  Mr  John,  Wincobank  ..31  10 

Roberts,  Mr  Jacob  Sheffield  25  0 
Roberts,  Mr  Samuel,  jun.  Do 10  10 

Roberts,  Mr  Jos.  & Son  Do. . . 33 

Roberts,  Mr  Elkanah  Do. 

Roberts,  Mr  J.  Norfolk-st.Do 
Roberts,  Mr  John  Do..! 

Roberts,  Cadman,  and  Co.  1 
for  sundry  Workmen  in  > Do  . 
their  Manufactory  \ 

Robinson,  Rev.  Peter.  Norton 
Rockett,  Rev.  Dudley,  as  Ex- 
ecutor of  the  late  Mr  Thomas 
Lupton,  of  York  > 

Esq*  Barlbro’  Hall  100  0 

Rodgers,  Messrs.  L&M.  Sheffield  10  10 

r>  £ !*a Esq.  & Co.  Macclesfield  25  0 
..  3.  ,0 


10  10 

3 3 


I falt;Mr  John  Sheffield  3 

1 Sambourne,  Mr  Thomas,  Do 25 

Sanderson.  Mr  Charles  Do..** 

Scott,  Mr  Henry  Do..!! 

Scott,  Mr  James  Do  !!! 

Senior,  Mr  George  Do 

Settle,  Mr  Thomas  Do. 

J Sharrow,  Mr  James  Do..  * iu 

j Shaw,  Michael,  Esq.  Dronfield*.’.*  1 00  0 
J Shaw,  Mr  John,  Eckington. . . . 10  10 

Shepherd,  Mr  Edward  Sheffield  21  0 
Shepherd,  Mr  Isaac,  Greenhill  ...  j0  10 
I Shepherd,  Mr  J.  & Son  Sheffield  5 

Shepherd,  Mr  John  Do 3 

Shimeld,  Mr  James  Do..!!  5 

Shires,  Mr  Stephen  Do..*!!  5 

Shore,  Samuel,  Esq.  Meersbrook  200 
Shore,  Samuel,  jun.  Esq.  Norton  100 

Shore,  Miss,  Chesterfield 100 

Shore,  Wm.  Esq.  Tapton  Grove. . 50 
Shuttleworth,  Mr  John  Sheffield  3 
Silcock,  Mrs  Do  10 

Silcock,  Mr  Wm.  Do.'.'.loio 

Sitwell,  Francis,  Esq.  Renishaw  500  0 
Sitwell,  Executors  of  the  late  ? 

Francis,  Esq.  (legacy)  C 
Skelton,  Mr  M.  Birthwaite  Hall. 

Slack,  Mr  Isaac,  Crooks  Moor  . 

Slack,  Mr  Philip  Do a 

Slack,  Mr  Wm.  Do.!...!.’  3 

Smith,  Mr  James  Sheffield  50 

Smith,  Rev.  George  Do....  5 


0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 


500  0 0 

. 10  10  0 

. 3 3 


3 
3 
0 
5 

10  10 


. 25  5 0 
• 21  0 0 
J00  0 0 


, x^q.  cam 31 

R«PibUC^  ’ ilr  Benj  Sheffield  21 

RmviUC^’ Mr?’h0raas  Do.  Park  5 
Rowbotham,  Mr  John 


Sheffield  10  10 


Smith,  Mess.  W.  and  I.  F,Do! 

Smith,  Mess.  J.  and  S.  Do 50 

Smith,  Mr  Thomas  Do  3 

Smith,  Mr  Wm  Do.*!.*!  3 

Smith,  Mr  Jas.  Norfolk-st.Do 3 

Smith,  Thomas,  Esq.  Dronfield..  50 

Smith,  Mrs.  Broomfield 10  10 

Smith,  Mr  Wm.  Cowley !!  10  10 

Smith,  Mr  Wm.  Doncaster..  ..  § 8 

Smi  ter,  Mr  Philip,  Goddard  Hill  35 
Smilter,  Mr  John,  Richmond....  35 
Sm, Iter,  Mrs.  Sheffield  20 

Smilter,  Miss  Do..  . 15 

Snidall,  Mr  James  Do 3 

Sorby,  Mr  Thomas,  Attercliffe  ! ! 

Sowter,  Mr  Whittington,  Sheffield 
Spear,  Mr  Alexander  Do 
Sporle,  Mr  Robert  Do!!*.! 

Spurr,  Messrs,  R.  and  P.  Do. . .* ! 21  0 

Stacey,  Mr  John  and  Son,  Do 50  0 

Staniforth,  Thos.  Esq.  Liverpool  100  0 


5 
3 

10  10 
3 3 


0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 


D 


14 


£. 

Staniforth,  Mr  Samuel  Sheffield  25 

Staniforth,  Mr  John  Do 50 

Staniforth,  Mr  S.  & Son,  Sheffield  25 

Staniforth,  Mr  Wm.  Do 10 

Staniforth,  Mr  Wm.  Do.  Park  3 
Stanley,  Mr  William,  Rotherham  25 

Steer,  Mr  Joseph,  Darnall 40 

Steer,  Mr  John  Sheffield  5 

Sterndale,  Mr  John  Do. ...  5 

Steuart,  T.  R.  M.D.  Do....  21 

Stewart,  Mr  John  Do....  3 

Storrs,  Mr  Joseph,  Chesterfield  . . 30 
Sutcliffe,  Abraham,  M.D.  Sheffield  10 

Sutcliffe,  Mr  Robert  Do 5 

Sutcliffe,  Mr  Richard  Do 3 

Sutcliffe,  Mr  John  Do 3 

Swallow,  Mr  Richard,  Attercliffe  200 
Swallow,  Mr  Joseph  Sheffield  10 

Swift,  Mr  Joseph  Do....  5 

Sykes,  Joseph,  Esq.  Hull 100 


Sykes,  Mr  John 


Sheffield  3 


Taylor,  Mr  James,  Treeton 10 

Taylor,  Mr  Wm.  Sheffield  3 

Thelluson,  Peter,  Esq 21 

Thompson,  Mr  A Whiteley  Wood  21 
Thomas,  Mr  Lewis  Sheffield  10 
Thorndell.  Mr  George  Do....  3 

Thwaites,  Rev.  John,  Wortley  . . 21 
Tiilotson,  Mr  T.  and  Son,  Sheffield  1 0 
Timm,  Mr  Nicholas  Do. . . . 3 

Tompson,  Mr  John,  Bridgehouses  10 
Tooker,  Samuel,  Esq.  Moorgate. . 50 
Townsend,  Mr  James,  Sheffield  3 
Trickett,  Mr  James  Do. ...  5 

Trickett,  Mr  Wm.  Do....  3 

Trickett,  Mr  Robert,  Hill  Foot  . . 10 
Tudor,  Mr  Henry  Sheffield  50 

Turner,  Mr  John  Do. . . . 100 

Turner,  Rev.  Creed,  Treeton. ...  30 
Turner,  Mr  Joseph,  Rotherham..  10 
Turner,  Mr  Robert  Sheffield  21 
Turner,  Mr  J.  for  the  Work-  1 
people  in  the  Button  Ma-  f 
nufactory  of  Messrs.  Holy  f 
and  Newbould  j 

Tyas,  MrWm.  Do....  5 


U 


10  0 
3 0 


15  0 
5 0 


Unwin,  Mess.  J.  and  R. 

Sheffield 

21 

0 

0 

Unwin,  Mr  John 

Do..  .. 

3 

3 

0 

Urton,  Mess.Wm.  & Geo.  Do. . . . 

6 

6 

0 

V 

Vavasour,  Mr  Walter 

Sheffield  30 

0 

0 

Vennor,  Miss  Elizabeth 

Do.... 

10 

10 

0 

Vickers,  Mr  John 

Do.... 

10 

10 

0 

Vickers,  Mr  James 

Do  ... 

10 

10 

0 

Vickers,  Mr  Benjamin 

Do.... 

10 

10 

0 

£.  s.  d. 


W 


Wilberforce,  Wm.  Esq.  M.  P.. . 100  0 0 
Wade,  Mr  John  Sheffield  5 5 0 

Wainwright,  Benj.  M.D.  Sheffield  21  0 0 
Wainwright,  Mr  John  Do....  5 5 0 
Wainwright,  Mr  Edward,  Do....  3 3 0 

Wakefield,  Mr  George  Do....  3 3 0 
Walker,  Samuel,  Esq.  Masbro’. . 100  0 0 
Walker,  Joseph,  Esq.  Eastwood  i00  0 0 
Walker,  Thomas,  Esq.  Holmes  100  0 0 
Walker,  Joshua,  Esq.  Clifton  . . 100  0 0 
Walker,  Jonathan,  Esq.  Ferham  100  0 0 

Walker,  Mr  John,  Wicker 25  0 0 

Walker,  Mr  R.  L.  Sheffield 5 5 0 

Waller,  Mr  Wm.  Chesterfield. .. . 5 5 0 

Walton,  Mr  Richard,  Sheffield  ..  3 3 0 

Ward,  St.Andr.  Esq.  HootonPagnel50  0 0 
Ward,  Mr  Joseph  Sheffield  50  0 0 

Ward,  MrS.  B.  Do....  50  0 0 

Ward,  Mr  Wm.  Do....  15 

Ward,  Mr  Jos.  Allen-st.  Do 5 

Warris,  Mr  Thomas 
Watson,  Mr  Wm.  Shirecliffe  Hall  100 
Watkinson,  Mrs  Sheffield  10 

Webb.  Mr  C.  H.  Do 10  10 

Webster,  Mr  Richard  Do. . . . 3 3 


15  0 
5 0 

Do 10  10  0 

0 0 
10  0 
0 
0 
0 


Wells,  Heathfield,  & Co.  Do..  .100 

Weldon, MrWm.  Do 21 

Wheat,  Mr  James,  Norwood. ...  50 
Whitelock,  Mr  Henry  Sheffield  1 0 
Whitham,  Mr  James  Do....  10 

White,  Mr  John  Do....  10 

White,  Mr  Samuel  Do. ...  3 

White,  Mr  Chesterfield 2 

Wigfull,  Mr  Joshua,  Aldwark..  5 
Wild,  Mr  Thomas,  Sheffield  25 
Wilde,  Mr  Thos.  for  sundry  1 
Workmen  in  the  File  Ma-  C Do.  50 
nufactory  of  Mr  J.  Kenyon  3 
Wildsmith,  Mr  Joseph  Do..  10 
Wildsmitb,  Mr  Joseph,  jun.  Do. . 5 

Wilkinson,  Rev.  Jas.  Broomhall  200 
Wilkinson,  Mr  G.  <fe  Son,  Sheffield  2 1 

Wilkinson,  Mr  Jonathan,  Do 21 

Wilkinson,  Isaac,  Esq  Chesterfield  50 
Wilkinson,  John,  Esq.  Do....  42 

Williamson,  Wm.  Esq,  Hull — .30 
Wilson,  Mr  Wm.  Sheffield  30 
Wilson,  Mr  Samuel  Do....  10 
Wilson,  Mrs.  Highfield. . . . . ..  10 


Wiley,  Mr  Robert 
Winter,  Mrs. 
Winter,  Mrs.  Lydia 
Withers,  Miss 
Withers,  Mr  Benj. 
Wood,  Mr  George 


0 0 


10  0 
0 0 
0 0 


Woolhouse,  Mr  Geo. 


Sheffield  5 

5 

0 

Do....  3 

3 

0 

Do 100 

0 

0 

Dc.,..  10 

0 

0 

Do 10 

10 

0 

Do 10 

10 

0 

Do 5 

5 

0 

rhfield..  210 

0 

0 

Sheffield  3 

3 

0 

Do 10 

10 

0 

15 


Woollen,  Mr  James,  Sheffield  o 

Wordsworth,  Mrs  Ann,  Wad  worth  20 

Wreaks,  Mrs.  Sheffield  3 

Wright,  Mrs  !North-Anston  ...  . . 20 
Y 

Yarboroughs,  Mrs.  Camps-mount  100 


£.  s.  d. 
3 3 0 
0 0 
3 0 
0 0 


0 0 


Yeomans,  Mr  Richard,  Sheffield  10  *10  0 
Younge,  Mr  S.  A.  Do....  50  0 0 

Younge,  Mr  J.  T.  & Sons,  Do  ...  ,50  0 0 

Younge,  William,  M.  D.  Do 21  0 0 

Younge,  Rev.  Thomas,  Do....  10  10  0 


***  The  C°mmitlee  most  humbly  and  earnestly  hope , that  all  the  Sub- 
scribers to  the  General  Infirmary  will  consider  themselves  as  Coadjutors  in 
promoting  t at  great  Work  of  Humanity  , and  will,  in  conserve,  send 
present  this  Report  to  any  of  their  acquaintances,  who  have  not  as  yet 
contributed  thereto;  for  although  the  Subscription,  as  appears  by  the  List 
annexed,  is  truly  liberal  and  munificent,  and  to  the  lasting  honour  of  the 
Town  and  Neighbourhood  of  Sheffield,  and  of  those  virtuous  Strangers  who 
ave  united  with  them  m the  same  great  Cause  of  Benevolence,  far  exceeds 
any  thing  of  the  kind  (as  the  Committee  believe)  either  in  this  or  any  other 
Country  ; yet  when  it  is  considered  that  the  power  of  doing  good  will  be  in 

ZTum  T T SU6lCribed’  ^ thUt  afUr  ^ eXerti0n  in  the 

Le  r f V nUmiersof^k  and  disabled  Poor  must  necessarily 
even  then  fall  victims  to  their  unhappy  fate,  by  being  precluded  from  reap. 

lng  .e  e'l^lt  °fthe  TnsMution;  the  Committee  hope  that  they  will  not  be 
onsidered  as  taking  an  improper  liberty  with  the  public,  by  their  reiterated 

solicitations  for  further  Subscriptions.  reiterated 


“tz::r was  iost  before  the  ^om  „as 

confided  (he  management  of  the  concerns  of  the  infant  charity 

r ,rrb  *r“u"d  ,b“  *»■>—>  ...it; 

such  a building  as  was  contemplated.  They  at  length  pitched 

SstsidTT00  about  ha,f  a mile  from  ,he  towDj  on  ihe  north- 

nose  iX  P,  T*  ^ if  D°‘  a"  the  re<luisi‘es  ‘he  pur- 

Ihe  utmost  °Td  *°  h'S  GraCe  <he  D0k®  °f  Norfolk>  who,  with 

ZTto  rfT  C°nSented  ‘°  a“  eSChaD^  direc,i°e  bis 
point ,»  0 e iDterest  of  the  charity  in  every  doubtful 
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The  ground  being  dug  out  and  made  ready  for  laying  the 
foundation,  Wednesday  the  4th  of  September,  1793,  was  fixed 
upon  for  laying  the  first-stone  of  the  building.  The  following 
is  an  interesting 

account 

Of  the  Procession , Ceremonies , and  Regulations , observed 
in  laying  the  first  Stone  of  the 

SHEFFIELD  GENERAL  INFIRMARY. 

ct  On  Wednesday,  (as  appointed  by  public  advertisement*)  the 
First  Stone  of  the  intended  General  Infirmary  at  Sheffield,  was 
laid  by  Richard  Swallow,  Esq.  of  Attercliffe,  as  deputed  by 
Mrs.  Fell,  of  New  Hall,  in  that  neighbourhood,  the  benevolent 
lady,  who  gave  One  Thousand  Pounds  towards  the  institution. 
Soon  after  ten  the  procession  began  to  form,  and  by  eleven  was 
regulated.  It  then  moved  in  the  following  order  through  the 
principal  streets  to  the  scite  of  the  building,  about  half  a mile 
on  the  north-west  side  of  the  town  : 


Copy  of  an  Advertisement*,  previous  to  the  laying  the  First  Stone  of  the 

Building : 

August  29th,  1793. 

SHEFFIELD  GENERAL  INFIRMARY. 

The  Committee  appointed  for  the  purpose  of  conducting  the  business  of 
the  said  Infirmary,  in  pursuance  of  a Resolution  of  the  Subscribers  at  their 
last  General  Monthly  Meeting,  to  request  Mrs.  Fell  to  perform  the  cere- 
mony of  laying  the  first  stone  of  the  said  building,  as  a mark  of  respect  for 
her  munificent  contribution  to  the  said  Charity;  and  she  having  assented 
thereto,  and  deputed  Mr.  Swallow  to  attend  for  her  on  that  occasion,  do 
give  this  Public  Notice,  that  they  will  meet  at  the  Town  Hall,  in  Sheffield, 
on  Wednesday  next,  the  4th  day  of  September,  at  Ten  o’clock  in  the  Fore- 
noon, to  go  in  procession  from  thence  to  the  scite  of  the  said  Infirmary,  to  lay 
the  first  stone  ; and  that  the  Trustees  of  the  said  Charity,  the  Gentlemen  of 
the  Faculty,  the  Clergy  resident  in  the  town  and  neighbourhood,  the  Master 
Cutler  and  Company,  the  Twelve  Church  Burgesses,  the  Town  Collector  and 
Assistants,  and  the  Subscribers  in  general,  are  requested  to  meet  at  the  time 
and  place  above  mentioned,  to  join  in  the  said  Procession. 

The  Trustees  of  the  said  Charity,  and  the  Committee,  will  dine  at  the 
Angel  Inn,  at  two  o’clock,  and  will  be  glad  to  be  joined  by  any  of  the  public 
Bodies  who  may  attend  the  Procession,  or  by  any  of  the  Subscribers,  to  whom 
it  may  be  agreeable. 
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Four  Constables. 

A Flag. 

Band  of  Martial  Music. 

Three  Lodges  of  Freemasons  (preceded  by  Flags)  in  the  different  Insignia 

of  their  Order. 

Master  Carpenters,  Bricklayers,  and  Masons. 

Charity  Boys. 

Constables. 

THE  COMMITTEE. 

Medical  Gentlemen. 

Clergy. 

The  Trustees  of  the  Infirmary. 

The  Magistrates. 

Constables. 

THE  INFIRMARY  FLAG, 

Of  regal  purple,  inscribed  in  gold  letters,  66  Sheffield  General 
Infirmary — Go  thou  and  do  likewise” 

Full  Band  of  Music. 

Constables. 

Secretary  and  Architect. 

THE  BEARER  OF  THE  PLATE, 

(Which  was  supported  on  a frame,  and  festooned  with  crimson  silk  fringed 

with  white.) 

MR.  SWALLOW. 

Clerk  of  the  Cutlers’  Company. 

Old  Master  Cutlers. 

Beadle  of  the  Cutlers’  Company. 

Master  Cutler. 

W ardens. 

The  Company  of  Cutlers,  two  and  two. 

Town  Beadles. 

Town  Collector. 

His  Assistants,  two  and  two. 

Twelve  Church  Burgesses,  two  and  two. 

Subscribers  to  the  Infirmary,  two  and  two. 

Constables. 

The  Masters,  Wardens,  and  Assistants,  of  all  the  Clubs  in  the  Town, 
preceded  by  different  coloured  Silk  Flags,  with  the  names  of 
the  Clubs  inscribed  thereon — two  and  two. 
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“ The  procession  thus  regulated,  moved  slowly  on,  through 
an  amazing  concourse  of  people;  doors,  windows,  and  tops  of 
houses,  were  filled  with  innumerable  spectators,  who  hailed  the 
day  as  sacred  to  the  best  purposes  of  humanity.  Every  feeling 
heart  glowed  with  delight,  and  blessed  the  benevolent  promo- 
ters of  this  glorious  institution  for  the^relief  of  suffering  indi- 
gence. When  the  procession  reached  the  ground,  the  plate, 
on  which  was  the  following  inscription,  was  deposited  under 
the  stone,  which  was  suspended  by  pullies  for  that  purpose: 

SHEFFIELD 

GENERAL  INFIRMARY, 

For  the  Reception  of 

SICK  AND  LAME  POOR  OF  ANY  COUNTY: 

RICHARD  SWALLOW,  Esq. 

Deputed  by 

MRS.  FELL, 

OF  NEW  HALL,  NEAR  SHEFFIELD, 

Laid  the 

FIRST  STONE, 

The  Fourth  Day  of  September,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord 
MDCCXCIII. 

JOHN  RAWSTORNE,  ARCHITECT. 

6i  Glory  be  to  God  on  High ; And  in  Earth  Peace  : Good-will 
towards  Men. 

“ The  following  prayer  was  repeated  with  great  solemnity, 
by  our  respectable  Vicar,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Wilkinson  : 

“ O Almighty  and  Merciful  Father,  who  hast  taught  us  at  all  times,  and 
on  all  occasions,  to  make  our  requests  known  unto  Thee, — Grant,  that  under 
a just  and  awful  sense  of  thy  immediate  and  universal  presence,  our  Prayers 
may  be  offered  to  Thee  in  sincerity  and  purity  of  Heart.  To  Thee,  O God, 
who  art  the  God  of  Order  and  of  all  Consolation,  the  gracious  Dispenser  of 
every  good  gift,  and  Author  of  every  social  affection  in  the  human  frame,  we 
present  our  united  supplications,  in  sympathy  with  the  unhappy  and  afflicted 
among  our  brethren,  in  whose  cause  we  earnestly  implore  Thy  propitious  aid 
to  the  accomplishment  of  this  pious  and  benevolent  undertaking.  Look  down 
with  favour  on  this  beginning,  and  grant  to  us  the  continuance  of  Thy  protec- 
tion, to  the  perfect  completion  of  this  Merciful  Design.  Grant,  that  upon 
this  Foundation,  of  which  we  now  deposit  the  First  Stone,  an  Edifice  may  be 
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constructed  happily  adapted  to  the  benign  purposes  of  Compassion  and  Bene- 
ficence, to  which  it  is  devoted.  Grant,  O Lord,  that  in  the  execution  of 
this  Great  Work,  and  in  the  faithful  application  of  the  liberal  Fund,  which 
for  these  pious  uses,  under  the  influence  of  Thy  good  Providence,  hath  been 
obtained  from  the  bountiful  contribution  of  munificent  and  charitable  Bene- 
factors, Thy  Wisdom  may  be  our  Guide,  Thy  Power  our  Support,  and  Thy 
Goodness  our  Example ; that  this  Place  may  soon  become  a Place  of  Refuge 
and  a House  of  Consolation  to  the  afflicted  and  disconsolate  Sufferer,  and 
to  those  who  patiently  endure  the  complicated  evils  of  Sickness  and  Poverty, 
Pain  and  Disease.  May  Relief  to  their  Calamities,  and  Restoratives  to  their 
Health,  be  here  freely  and  impartially  administered,  and  dispensed  to  deserv- 
ing objects  under  such  distress,  in  this  and  every  succeeding  Generation  of 
Mankind,  to  Thy  Honour  and  Glory,  who  alone  canst  heal  all  diseases  and 
save  our  lives  from  destruction ! — Let  Thy  blessing  rest  upon  the  benevolent 
Patrons,  Promoters,  and  Supporters  of  this  humane  Institution  : May  they 
receive  in  this  life  suitable  returns  of  Gratitude,  Esteem,  and  Approbation 
from  Men,  and  in  the  life  to  come,  the  recompence  of  thine  Infinite  Mercy, 
from  the  final  Sentence  and  Benediction  of  the  Eternal  Judge. 

44  But  not  unto  us,  O Lord,  not  unto  any  of  thy  frail  and  mortal  Agents 
upon  Earth,  be  ascribed  the  Merit  and  Praise  due  unto  Thee ; but  to  Thy 
Name  be  given  the  Praise,  throughout  all  ages,  and  in  the  World  without 
end.  Thou  puttest  into  our  hearts  good  desires,  and  alone  enablest  us  to 
bring  the  same  to  good  effect.  And  now,  O Lord,  grant  us  Thy  Peace,  Thy 
saving  Health  to  all  Nations,  and  especially  to  these  Nations,  the  Kingdoms 
of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  and  herein  to  our  most  gracious  Sovereign 
King  George,  and  all  his  Subjects  of  every  rank  : Grant  to  us  all,  we  beseech 
Thee,  the  increase  of  Faith,  Hope,  and  Charity;  that  our  hearts  being  unit- 
ed in  the  Bond  of  Peace  and  all  Virtue,  we  may  perfectly  love  Thee,  and 
worthily  magnify  Thy  Holy  Name,  through  Jesus  Christ,  Thy  blessed  Son  our 
Lord ; who,  in  compassion  to  human  infirmities,  hath  left  to  us  this  excellent 
model  of  an  Address  to  Thee  in  Prayer — 44  Our  Father,”  &c. 

44  The  Free  Masons  performed  their  accustomed  ceremonies, 
and  a prayer  was  added  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Chadwick,  as  their 
Chaplain.  Ten  Guineas  were  placed  upon  the  stone  by  Mr. 

I Swallow,  as  a present  to  the  workmen,  from  Mrs.  Fell,  and  va- 
rious  silver  coins  of  the  present  reign,  with  the  Masons’  secret 
scrolls,  beneath  it,  and  the  ceremony  closed  with  three  times 
three  cheers.  The  procession  then  returned  by  a different 
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route,  to  the  Angel  InD,  where  a most  sumptuous  dinner  was 
provided,  on  this  memorable  occasion,  by  Mrs.  Peech,  which 
was  thought  unusually  elegant  even  there,  where  entertain- 
ments are  always  good. 

“ Dr.  Browne  was  called  to  the  chair,  and  after  dinner  the 
following  toasts  were  given  : 

“ Success  to  the  Sheffield  General  Infirmary,  with  Mrs.  Fell,  and  long 
may  she  live  to  enjoy  the  exalted  pleasure  of  doing  good. 

“ The  four  noble  Benefactors  to  the  Infirmary,  with  Ignotus,  and  all  the 
other  Subscribers  to  the  Institution. 

44  May  Charity  increase,  and  the  object  of  it  decrease. 

“ After  the  above  occasional  toasts,  the  Chairman,  in  a short 
address  to  the  Rev.  James  Wilkinson,  informed  him  that  he  had 
been  requested  by  the  Committee,  and  the  Trustees  of  the  Cha- 
rity, to  apply  to  him  for  permission  to  print  the  excellent  prayer 
which  he  had  delivered  on  the  laying  of  the  First  Stone;  to 
which  request  he,  in  a very  handsome  manner  acceded,  when 
the  health  of  that  most  worthy  magistrate  was  drank,  amidst  the 
loudest  plaudits  of  the  whole  company.  After  which  the  fol- 
lowing toasts  were  given : 

44  The  King  and  Constitution,  (with  the  music  playing,  and  the  company 
singing,  44  God  save  the  King.”) 

61  The  Duke  of  York,  and  the  Army  of  Great  Britain;  and  may  we  soon 
enjoy  the  blessings  of  an  honourable  and  lasting  Peace. 

44  The  Duke  of  Clarence,  and  the  Navy  of  Great  Britain. 

44  The  Duke  of  Norfolk,  the  truly  worthy  Lord  of  the  Manor. 

44  The  Magistrates  who  attended  the  Procession  this  day;  with  thanks  for 
their  zealous  exertions  in  promoting,  at  all  times,  the  peace  and  happiness  of 
this  large  and  populous  town. 

44  The  twTo  Members  for  the  County,  who  have  so  liberally  contributed  to 
the  Charity  which  we  are  commemorating. 

The  Free  and  Accepted  Masons  who  attended  the  Procession  this  day ; 
together  with  all  the  members  of  the  different  Sick  Clubs  in  this  place ; with 
success  to  those  most  excellent  and  useful  Institutions. — [Here  the  Company 
voted  Thanks  to  those  bodies  for  their  attendance  in  the  Procession.] 

44  The  Master  Cutler,  Company  of  Cutlers,  with  prosperity  to  the  Towm 
and  Trade  of  Sheffield. 
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“ The  In,irmary  Committee,  with  thanks  for  their  unremitting  .• 

‘O  the  faithful  discharge  of  their  duty.  unrem.ttmg  attention 

°f  ‘be  above  toasis  were  accompanied  with  three 
ttmes  three  cheers,  and  afterwards  Mr.  Swallow  and  several 
other  gentlemen  were  given  as  toasts,  on  account  of  the  zeal 

Terll  ' ^1  d'Splayed  in  tbe  great  cause  of  humanity.  Se- 
veral excellent  songs,  and  most  admirable  catches  and  glees 

were  sung  between  the  toasts,  and  some  well-elected  pieces  of 
mustc  played  by  the  bands  who  marched  in  the  procession  A 
most  excellent  peal  of  musical  bells  were  also  rung,  by  several 
persons  who  voluntarily  offered  this  entertainmenf  to  the  com- 

tfTffentl  °r  l6t  H ^ f0rg°“en  lhat>  amidst  a»  these  festivities 
he  gentlemen  were  highly  gratified  by  the  continued  cheers  of 

zi  i1;  ,tary  °°"a“r  «» ■ «> ; 

""  ■»  U.  prisoners  to  to,”™' 1 “ P”"“'  ~ 

>"* «'  -a  fir. 

snniings  for  the  same  worthy  purpose 

to.Mc”.® “'olrto”'  w 

this  occasio^311  *yeDty  lbousand  people  were  assembled  on 
j.  , ’ yet  not  a s'ngle  accident  happened  • not  a 

discordant  murmur  was  heard,  but  the  whole  concourse  of 

ed  E y oneemedt 38  °De  b°dy’  SWayed  by  °De  mo,ive>  actuat- 

unanir  ““"T ~a  W'Sh  * P—  P-ce,  order,  and 

fluence  - no  illihe  T"*  °f  paHy  oblruded  its  baneful  in- 
’ no  .lhberahty  of  sentiment  damped  the  general  satis- 

£ 


22 


faction  ; and  it  is  incontrovertibly  to  the  honour  of  Sheffield, 
traduced  as  it  is  by  contemptible  pavtizans,  that  in  the  cause  of 
Humanity,  one  generous  sentiment  pervades  all  ranks  ; and  all 
religious,  all  political  differences,  vanish  beneath  the  softening 
influence  of  diffusive  benevolence.  Such,  Humanity,  are  thy 
triumphs ! Such  are  the  feelings  implanted  in  our  hearts  by  the 
Author  of  all  good  ! Such  are  the  sentiments  inculcated  by 
Him  who  was  charity  itself.  Surely  if  there  be  any  scene  on 
earth,  upon  which  the  Supreme  looks  with  peculiar  compla- 
cency, it  must  be  those  where  he  beholds  his  creatures  in  hum- 
ble imitation  of  his  own  beneficence,  dispensing  to  their  indi- 
gent brethren  a portion  of  that  abundance  he  has  showered  in- 
to their  lap.  The  hand  which  delights  to  raise  the  sinking  head 
of  misery,  or  smooth  the  agonizing  pillow  of  disease  ; the  melt- 
ing eye  of  sympathy,  the  glowing  heart  of  compassion,  the  ex- 
panding bosom  which  welcomes,  in  one  fraternal  embrace,  the 
family  of  woe,  will  never  want  the  blessing  of  Him  w’bose 
boundless  mind  comprehends  the  universe,  and  who  regards, 
with  an  equal  eye,  all  his  children.  For  ages  to  come,  the  Shef- 
field Infirmary  will,  we  trust,  be  a public,  a general  source  of 
comfort.  May  the  blessing  of  them  who  are  ready  to  perish, 
descend  upon  them  who  promoted  and  endowed  it!” 

Sqpt.  7,  1793. 


A separate  list  of  the  Original  Committee  has  not  been  met 
with  ; but  in  all  probability  they  will  be  recognised  amongst 
the  undermentioned  names  of  gentlemen,  who  were  appointed 
at  a general  meeting  of  the  subscribers  as  the  Building  Com- 
mittee, viz. — Rev.  James  Wilkinson,  Dr.  Browne,  Mr.  John 
Greaves,  Mr.  John  Brookfield,  Mr.  Thomas  Rawson,  Mr.  John 
Turner,  Mr.  John  Barlow,  Mr.  Wm.  Staniforth,  surgeon,  Mr. 
James  Wheat,  Dr.  Younge,  Mr  Joseph  Frith,  Mr.  John  Hodg- 
son, surgeon,  Mr.  George  Hounsfield,  surgeon,  Mr.  Wm.  Frith, 
surgeon,  Mr.  John  Bennett,  Rev.  Joseph  Evans,  Mr.  Thomas 
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Holy,  Rev.  Geo.  Smith,  Mr.  Jonathan  Parkin,  Dr.  Duncan,  Dr. 
Wainwright,  Mr.  Wm.  Newbould,  Dr.  Sutcliffe,  Mr.  Geo.  Bus- 
tard Greaves,  Dr.  Steuart,  Rev.  Thomas  Radford,  Vincent  Eyre, 
Esq.  Rev.  A.  Mackenzie,  Mr.  S.  A.  Younge,  Mr.  Richard  Swal- 
low, Mr.  James  Rawson,  Mr.  T.  Sambourne,  Mr.  John  Hoy- 
land,  Mr.  Wm.  Burton,  surgeon,  Mr.  C.  H.  Webb,  surgeon,  Mr. 
John  Sterndale,  surgeon,  Mr.  John  Read,  Mr.  John  Love,  Mr. 
Thomas  Harrison. 


The  next  is  a very  important  document,  detailing  the  arduous 
proceedings  of  the  Building  Committee  ; to  which  is  subjoined, 
an  Abstract  of  the  whole  of  the  Receipts  and  Payments  from 
the  commencement  to  Midsummer,  1795.  The  Report  of  the 
Committee  is  as  follows: — 

<k  IT  has  been  customary  in  making  Reports  of  this  nature,  to 
preface  them  with  observations  on  the  great  utility  of  General 
Infirmaries,  or  Hospitals  ; but  in  this  respect  the  Committee  have 
been  completely  anticipated  by  the  humane  Subscribers  to  the 
Charity  ; who,  by  a most  munificent  and  unparalleled  contribu- 
tion, which  will  stand  on  record  as  a lasting  and  most  honour- 
able monument  of  the  liberality  and  benevolence  of  the  town 
and  neighbourhood  of  Sheffield,  have  evinced  in  a more  for- 
cible manner  than  any  language  could  convey  an  idea  of,  the 
just  and  true  sense  which  they  entertain  of  the  noblest  of  all 
human  institutions,  viz.  that  which  has  for  its  object  the  Relief 
of  Suffering  Humanity,  when  labouring  under  the  complicated 
evils  of  disease  and  poverty. 

“ The  Committee,  therefore,  in  as  summary  a way  as  is  con- 
sistent with  the  nature  and  importance  of  the  subject,  will  at- 
tempt to  give  a general  statement  of  their  proceedings,  from 
the  commencement  of  the  Charity  to  the  present  time. 

“ After  the  seite  of  the  Infirmary  had  been  agreed  upon,  and 
a treaty  opened  for  the  purchase  of  the  Land,  which  was  im- 
mediately wanted,  the  Committee  entered  on  their  duty  by  writ- 
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ing  to  different  places^  where  institutions  of  this  nature  had 
been  established,  for  the  purpose  of  procuring  every  document 
relative  thereto,  which  could  enable  them,  by  comparison  and 
reflection,  to  form  the  most  perfect  judgment  on  the  subject. 
They  opened  a correspondence  with  many  medical  and  other 
gentlemen  who  had  taken  the  most  active  parts  in  Charities  of 
this  kind,  at  different  places;  from  whom  they  received  most 
useful  and  necessary  information.  After  some  time  spent  in 
investigations  of  this  nature,  in  which  the  Committee  were  aid- 
ed and  assisted  by  the  medical  gentlemen  of  this  place,  they 
thought  it  proper  to  avail  themselves  of  the  advice  and  opinion 
of  some  eminent  Architect,  and  for  this  purpose  advertised  in 
the  usual  manner;  and  after  impartially  attending  to  the  appli- 
cations of  the  different  candidates,  they  at  length  made  their 
election  of  Mr.  Rawstorne,  a gentleman  who  bad  been  edu- 
cated under  the  celebrated  Whyatt,  and  who  produced  recom- 
mendations and  testimonials  of  the  most  satisfactory  kind.  Very 
great  and  useful  information  was  derived  from  this  gentleman, 
who  presented  the  Committee  with  a variety  of  plans  which  he 
had  procured,  in  addition  to  those  of  which  they  were  already 
in  possession.  And  here  the  Committee  think  it  only  common 
justice  to  say,  that  Mr.  Rawstorne,  from  the  time  of  his  appoint- 
ment to  the  present  period,  has  acquitted  himself  with  the  great- 
est assiduity  and  ability;  and  that  they  doubt  not  his  ardent 
zeal  to  render  the  edifice  as  complete  and  perfect  as  is  possible, 
will  be  amply  rewarded  hereafter,  by  the  great  accession  of  re- 
putation which  will  be  derived  to  his  professional  character. 

“After  a most  careful  and  minute  attention  to  all  the  infor- 
mation which  bad  been  procured,  it  became  the  unanimous 
opinion  of  the  Committee,  aided  by  the  medical  gentlemen,  to 
whose  province  it  more  immediately  belonged  to  decide  upon 
a question  of  this  nature,  that  the  Plan  of  the  Northampton  In- 
firmary should  form  the  model  of  that  of  Sheffield,  with  such 


* The  Committee  procured  Reports,  Plans,  and  Letters,  from  York, 
Leeds,  Hull, 'Nottingham,  Leicester,  Manchester,  Liverpool,  Birmingham, 
Stafford,  Norwich,  and  London. 
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alterations  and  improvements  as  aDy  information  which  might 
be  received  respecting  similar  institutions,  should  enable  them 
hereafter  to  make. 

“ The  general  principle  or  outline  of  the  Edifice  being  thus 
agreed  upon,  the  next  consideration,  and  that  of  a most  impor- 
tant and  momentous  nature,  was  the  scale  upon  which  the  Com- 
mittee should  proceed,  or  the  quantum  of  money  which  it  would 
be  proper  to  expend  ; but  here,  unfortunately,  the  very  model 
which  they  had  made  choice  of  prevented  them  from  advancing 
in  that  gradual,  progressive  way  which  had  been  adopted  at 
most  other  places,  by  building  the  body  first,  and  adding  wings 
afterwards,  according  to  the  exigencies  of  the  Charity  or  the 
state  of  the  funds ; the  plan  of  the  Northampton  Infirmary  mak- 
ing it  necessary  that  the  whole  of  the  building  should  be  car- 
ried up  at  the  same  time.  Thus  circumstanced,  the  Committee, 
reasoning  from  analogy,  thought  that  if  the  gentlemen  at  North- 
ampton had  judged  it  advisable  to  build  on  such  a plan  as  was 
then  on  their  table,  they  would  be  fully  justified,  with  an  un- 
precedented and  increasing  subscription,  to  erect  the  Sheffield 
Infirmary  upon  a somewhat  larger  scale;  more  particularly 
when  the  comparative  population  of  the  two  places  was  duly 
adverted  to.  Moreover,  in  their  deliberations  on  this  important 
subject,  it  occurred  to  the  Committee  that  it  had  been  establish- 
ed as  a fact,  deduced  from  experience,^  that  Paupers  in  hospi- 
tals are  not  only  supported  with  one-tenth  part  of  the  expence 
necessary  for  them  at  their  own  habitations,  but  that  it  was 
equally  certain  that  as  the  number  of  Patients  increased,  the 
less  was  the  expence  for  the  support  of  each  individual. 

“ This  consideration,  more  particularly  when  connected  with 
the  respect  which  was  due  to  the  probable  expectations  of  the 
liberal  benefactors  to  the  Charity,  could  not  fail  to  have  great 
weight  with  the  Committee ; for  it  was  natural  to  suppose  that 
most,  if  not  all,  of  the  subscribers  might  wish  for  a building 
which  should  bear  a sort  of  relative  proportion  to  the  noble  sum 


* See  printed  Report  on  this  subject,  in  the  possession  of  the  Committee. 
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subscribed  ; and,  therefore,  impressed  with  these  ideas,  the  Com- 
mittee gave  instructions  to  the  Architect  to  prepare  a plan  cor- 
respondent thereto,  aud  which  is,  at  this  time,  carrying  into  ex- 
ecution. 

“ The  principal  materials  for  the  building  and  the  labour 
come  next  in  order  of  discussion. 

“ And,  first,  respecting  the  Stone,  the  Committee  are  happy 
to  report  that,  aided  by  the  advice  and  opinion  of  different 
builders,  and  also  of  several  gentlemen  conversant  on  the  sub- 
ject, they  unanimously  agreed  on  that  species  or  sort  which  was 
best  suited  for  the  purpose  iu  this  neighbourhood  ; and  that  they 
afterwards  contracted  for  the  same,  as  well  as  for  the  getting 
thereof,  upon  terms  extremely  advantageous  to  the  Charily. 

“ Respecting  the  labour  or  workmanship  upon  the  stone,  the 
Committee  think  proper,  very  particularly,  to  remark,  that  two 
sets  of  very  able  Stonemasons  and  Bricklayers  offering  their 
services  at  the  same  time,  a very  useful  spirit  of  competition 
was  created,  much  in  favour  of  the  Charity  ; and  which,  after 
very  advantageous  terms  had  been  procured,  terminated  in  a 
compromise  that  the  work  should  be  divided  equally  betwixt 
them  ; and  it  is  only  justice  to  both  parties  to  say  that,  with  a 
laudable  emulation,  exerting  their  talents  on  a building  which 
is  to  last  for  ages,  and  which  will  very  properly  become  a sub- 
ject for  the  criticism  of  all  those  conversant  in  architecture, 
they  have  hitherto  executed  their  work  in  such  a manner  as  not 
only  to  have  met  the  entire  approbation  of  the  Architect,  but 
of  all  other  judges  who  have  had  the  pleasure  of  seeing  it. 

“ Nature  was  peculiarly  propitious  to  the  wishes  of  the  Com- 
mittee in  furnishing  materials  for  the  article  of  Bricks,  there 
being  an  abundance  of  clay,  of  the  very  best  quality,  on  the 
spot,  or  scite  of  the  Infirmary;  but  what  became  an  essential 
part  of  the  duty  of  the  Committee,  as  applied  to  so  very  expen- 
sive an  article,  was  to  obtain  the  very  lowest  terms  for  the  get- 
ting of  the  clay,  and  for  the  making,  burning,  &c.  of  the  bricks, 
which  they  effected  by  promoting  again  that  spirit  of  compe- 
tition which  could  alone  be  adequate  to  the  production  of  such 
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an  effect ; the  terms  of  the  contract  which  they  made  in  conse- 
quence, being1  unusually  low  and  advantageous. 

«<  The  Timber,  which  forms  so  material  a part  of  the  expence 
of  every  building,  claims  the  next  and  particular  comment  of 
the  Committee. 

“ After  various  meetings  and  conferences  with  the  principal 
Carpenters  in  this  town,  it  was  at  length  settled  that  a general 
estimate  of  the  quantity  wanted  should  be  previously  agreed  up- 
on ; and  afterwards,  that  two  Master  Builders  and  Carpenters 
of  acknowledged  credit,  character,  aud  abilities,  accompanied 
by  the  Clerk  of  the  Works,  should  proceed  to  Thorne  and  Hull, 
and  there  buy,  for  ready  money,  the  very  best  articles  they 
could  meet  with  ; and  it  will  doubtless  afford  the  public  plea- 
sure to  be  informed  that,  the  Raff  Merchants  being  previously 
informed  that  no  credit  would  be  required  ; that  the  quantity 
wanted  would  be  considerable,  and  that  no  preference  what- 
ever would  be  given  ; and,  also,  that  the  trade  being  fortu- 
nately, in  this  respect,  much  obstructed,  the  market  full,  and 
money  scarce,  all  conspired  to  enable  the  Committee  to  make 
the  purchase  of  the  whole  quantity  wanted  upon  terms  so  un- 
commonly low  and  advantageous,  that  was  it  to  be  bought  at 
present,  the  difference  would  be  about  28  per  cent,  or  £55 0 on 
the  whole  quantity  purchased. 

« Very  little  having  hitherto  been  done  in  the  way  of  labour 
or  workmanship  on  the  Timber,  no  remarks  on  that  subject 
can  be  made  at  present ; but  the  Committee  doubt  not,  from 
the  respectability  of  the  Carpenters  and  Master  Builders  em- 
ployed, that  whenever  that  business  comes  under  review,  the 
report  which  will  be  made  will  redound  very  highly  to  their 
credit. 

“ The  materials  of  Slone,  Brick,  and  Timber  beiDg  discussed, 
the  Committee  think  it  proper  to  remark  also  on  the  article  of 
Slate,  which  has  very  lately  occupied  their  particular  attention, 
that  after  every  necessary  inquiry  had  been  instituted,  it  was 
unanimously  agreed  that  the  Westmoreland  species  or  kiud 
should  have  the  preference  ; and  that  they  procured,  in  conse- 
quence, from  different  places,  samples  of  various  qualities  aud 
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prices.  To  aid  them  still  further  in  forming  a correct  judg- 
ment on  the  subject,  they  called  in  the  assistance  of  an  eminent 
Master  Slater,  who  had  been  employed  in  covering  most  of  the 
principal  buildings  in  this  part  of  the  country  with  that  sort  of 
Slate;  and,  after  a full  discussion  of  the  matter  at  a numerous 
meeting,  it  was  judged  proper  that  the  said  Master  Slater,  ac- 
companied by  the  Clerk  of  the  Works  (who,  on  all  occasions, 
by  his  diligence,  probity,  and  ability,  has  proved  himself  wor- 
thy of  the  choice  made  of  him)  should  proceed  to  the  different 
Delves,  and  there  buy,  for  ready  money,  the  article  which 
they  might  think  the  best  and  cheapest.  This  being  done,  and 
a comparison  afterwards  made  on  the  terms  offered  by  dif- 
ferent persons  at  Hull  and  Manchester,  it  appeared  that  a sav- 
ing of  about  24  per  cent,  or  upwards  of  £80,  had  been  effected, 
independent  of  the  consideration  that  the  very  best  and  an  un- 
mixed article  had  thus,  also,  been  made  choice  of.  Equal  care 
having  been  taken  to  procure  the  carriage  of  the  Slate  upon  the 
cheapest  terms,  by  putting  it  in  the  way  of  competition,  a bar- 
gain of  a nature  quite  unprecedented  had  been  made  with  a 
principal  Carrier,  who  has  very  handsomely  proposed  that  the 
difference  in  favour  of  the  Charity  of  his  terms,  and  of  those  of 
the  other  Carriers,  who  also  gave  in  proposals,  shall  be  entered 
in  his  name,  at  the  close  of  the  business,  as  a subscription  or 
donation  to  the  Infirmary. 

“ The  next  subject,  and  that  which  in  point  of  magnitude  or 
importance  might  perhaps  have  claimed  a priority  of  discussion, 
is  the  Land  which  has  been  judged  necessary  to  the  Institution ; 
and  here  the  Committee  beg  to  report  that,  after  a number  of 
consultations  among  themselves,  they  thought  it  right  to  submit 
so  momentous  a matter  to  the  consideration  and  judgment  of 
several  of  the  Subscribers,  whose  opinion  could  not  fail  to  have 
great  and  due  weight  with  the  public;  and  that,  after  having 
investigated  the  business  in  a variety  of  ways,  it  was  at  length 
voted  unanimously,  at  a public  meeting,  that  about  27  acres  of 
Land  adjoining  the  scite  of  the  Infirmary,  should,  if  possible, 
be  purchased,  with  a view  to  the  prevention  of  a number  of 
nuisances  similar  to  those  which  had  happened  at  other  places, 
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from  a want  of  necessary  timely  precaution,  and  which  had,  in 
consequence,  been  greatly  and  most  deeply  deplored.*  Fortu- 
nately for  the  Charity,  all  the  Land,  except  about  6\  acres, 
which  had  been  purchased  of  a Mr.  Aldam,  belonged  to  the 
Duke  of  Norfolk  ; it  therefore,  of  course,  became  necessary  to 
make  application  to  his  Grace  to  treat  for  the  same ; who,  in 
consequence,  met  the  proposition  of  the  Committee  in  a manner 
truly  worthy  of  his  exalted  character,  by  saying  that  it  would 
afford  him  the  greatest  pleasure  to  do  every  thing  in  his  power 
to  promote  the  benefit  of  so  excellent  a Charity;  and  that  he 
would,  therefore,  cheerfully  consent  to  an  exchange  of  the  land 
applied  for;  and  that  with  respect  to  the  terms  of  the  commu- 
tation, they  would  be  submitted  to  Commissioners,  to  be  agreed 
upon  betwixt  the  parties,  for  the  purpose;  and  further,  that  he 
would  give  particular  instruction,  that  if  any  difference  of  opi- 
nion should  arise  respecting  the  comparative  value  of  any  part 
of  the  land  to  be  exchanged,  the  Commissioners  should  incline 
to  the  interest  of  the  Institution,  and  make  the  scale  of  the  Cha- 
rity preponderate. 

“ Such  was  the  generous  answer  which  the  Committee  re- 
ceived on  their  application  to  his  Grace,  through  the  medium  of 
his  principal  agent,  Mr.  Eyre;  and  such  it  is  their  duty  to  re- 
port to  the  public.  Commissioners  have,  in  consequence,  been 
employed  to  enquire  for  land  suitable  for  the  purpose:  a part 
has  been  already  purchased,  and  whenever  the  whole  is  com- 
pleted it  will  of  course  become  the  subject  of  some  future  Re- 
port. 

<c  The  Committee  having  now  discussed  the  principal  matters 
which  have  hitherto  engaged  their  attention,  and  professing  to 
be  actuated  by  no  other  motives  than  such  as  relate  to  the  gene- 
ral interest  of  the  Institution,  have  no  difficulty  in  being  per- 
fectly open  and  explicit  in  their  declarations  to  the  Subscri- 
bers; and,  therefore,  beg  to  say,  they  believe  if  the  whole  of 
the  plan  was  executed  at  present  there  would  be  an  excess  of 
expenditure  to  a considerable  amount  beyond  what  could  be 

* See  Reports  and  Letters  received  by  the  Committee. 
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made  fully  useful  to  the  Charity  for  some  time  to  come ; but, 
when  it  is  considered  that  the  interior  of  the  building  will  be 
finished  to  meet  only  the  exigencies  of  the  Institution  ; that  the 
shell  was  obliged  to  be  carried  up  at  ouce ; and  that  it  is  a Cha- 
rity which  it  is  hoped  will  last  for  a long,  very  long  series  of 
revolving  years,  and  be  supported  by  an  increase  of  the  trade, 
and  consequent  opulence  of  the  town,  which  again  will  be  com- 
mensurate with  the  increase  of  its  population  ; the  Committee 
trust  that  an  extra  expence  at  the  present,  which  it  was  not  in 
their  power  prudentially  to  avoid,  will  not  be  imputed  to  them 
as  a fault;  more  especially  when  the  Subscribers  are  informed 
that  there  are  very  few  infirmaries  in  the  kingdom  which 
have  not  been  obliged  to  be  enlarged  from  time  to  time,  with 
very  great  loss  and  much  expence,  which  might  have  been 
saved,  had  their  funds  enabled  them  to  have  built  on  a larger 
and  more  perfect  scale  at  their  commencement. ^ 

“ Moreover,  whilst  on  this  subject,  and  to  obviate  any  preju- 
dices which  might  otherwise  prove  injurious  to  the  Institution, 
the  Committee  think  it  right  to  speak  out,  and  to  say,  they  have, 
with  regret,  heard  that  extravagance  and  want  of  ceconomy 
in  the  expenditure  of  the  public  money  has  frequently  been  im- 
puted to  them  ; and  that,  among  other  things,  it  has  been  urged 
that  a brick  front  would  have  been  much  more  suitable  than 
one  of  stone  ; that  the  building  is  too  strong  and  expensive  in 
its  different  parts;  and  that  unnecessary  ornaments  have  been 
introduced.  To  these  charges  the  Committee  have  only  to  re- 
ply, that  a great  number  of  the  Subscribers  expressed  their  par- 
ticular wish  that  the  front  might  be  of  stone;  that  they  con- 
ferred with  the  Architect  and  different  Workmeu  on  the  sub- 
ject, who  gave  it  as  their  opinion  that  the  difference  of  the  ex- 
pence, at  whatever  sum  it  might  be  estimated,  would  be  more 
than  compensated  by  the  greater  durability  of  stone;  and  that 
a public  meeting  confirmed  the  measure  by  their  unanimous 
vote  and  sanction  .;  as  they  have  every  other  part  of  the  proceed- 
ings of  the  Committee  before  any  of  them  have  been  carried 


* See  various  Reports,  Letters,  &e.  transmitted  to  the  Committee. 
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into  execution.  That  with  respect  to  the  strength  of  the  build- 
ing, no  more  stone,  brick,  or  timber,  ha§  been  used  than  was 
recommended  by  the  Architect,  and  approved  by  the  different 
Workmen;  and  that,  therefore,  it  would  not  have  become  the 
Committee  to  have  opposed  their  opinion  to  that  of  professional 
men,  had  they  even  differed  in  sentiment;  they,  however, 
thought  it  their  duty  to  institute  an  inquiry  on  the  subject,  the 
result  of  which  was,  that,  having  a reference  to  the  size  and  in- 
tended duration  of  the  building,  it  was  in  no  respect  too  strong 
or  expensive. 

“ That  so  far  as  relates  to  any  unnecessary  ornaments,  which 
have  also  been  complained  of,  the  Committee  reply,  that  to  the 
utmost  of  their  power  they  have  studiously  avoided  every  thing 
of  the  kind,  even  to  the  preferring  of  stone  which  was  tooled 
to  that  which  was  rubbed  ; and  they  are  happy  to  be  able,  with 
truth,  to  add,  that  if  any  particular  elegance  attaches  to  the 
building,  it  is  derived  from  the  simplicity  and  useful  symmetry 
of  its  constituent  parts. 

“ The  Committee  should  have  considered  these  observations 
as  totally  irrelevant  and  unnecessary  had  they  related  merely 
to  themselves;  but  when  the  best  interests  of  the  Charity  may 
be,  eventually,  involved  in  a full  explanation  of  the  particulars 
to  which  they  allude,  they  could  not  consistently  with  their 
duty  pass  them  over  in  silence,  but  have  brought  them  forwards 
to  deprecate,  as  far  as  is  in  their  power,  whatever  may  have  a 
tendency  to  injure  so  necessary  and  useful  an  Institution. 

“ The  Committee  will  now  close  their  Report  by  observing, 
that  it  must  certainly  afford  all  the  friends  of  humanity  the 
greatest  pleasure  to  remark  that  no  less  a sum  than  £2190  8s.  Od. 
in  subscriptions  and  legacies,  exclusive  of  £468  9s.  lOd.  for  in- 
terest and  rents,  together  with  the  residue  of  Mrs.  Heaton’s  per- 
sonal property,  has  been  added  to  the  funds  of  the  Charity  since 
the  publication  of  the  first  list  of  subscribers  ;*  that  the  expence 


* This  additional  list  of  Donations,  Legacies,  and  Subscriptions,  are  now 
inserted  in  the  general  list  at  page  10  & seq.  (Comp  ) 
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of  the  building,  as  stated  in  the  annexed  account,  amounts 
only  to  about  one  half  of  the  sum  which  has  been  confidently 
asserted  would  be  expended  upon  it;  and  that  there  is  every 
reason  to  hope  that  the  liberality  of  the  public  will  keep  pace 
with  the  endeavours  of  the  Committee  to  render  the  Sheffield 
Infirmary  one  of  the  most  complete  and  perfect  of  the  kind  in 
the  kingdom. 

“ The  Committee,  with  this  view,  confess  they  feel  a very 
strong  interest,  and  entertain  an  ardent  wish  that  the  general 
tenor  of  their  conduct  may  meet  the  approbation  of  the  Sub- 
scribers; which,  whilst  pleading  the  cause  of  humanity,  they 
respectfully  beg  to  assure  them,  they  have  studiously  endea- 
voured to  merit,  by  paying  a most  serious  attention  to  the  im- 
portant trust  which  they  have  undertaken  ; and,  therefore,  they 
iudulge  a confident  hope  that,  at  all  events,  they  will  be  fully 
acquitted  of  having  done  any  thing  intentionally  wrong,  and, 
if  they  have  committed  any  involuntary  or  inadvertent  errors, 
they  will  acknowledge  them  with  all  that  humility  which  be- 
comes imperfect  beings,  acting  in  the  arduous  and  very  difficult 
capacity  of  a Committee  for  a great  and  complex  undertakingo 
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This  noble  hospital  for  the  afflicted  poor  is  built  of  stone,  got 
in  the  neighbourhood.  “ Mr.  Rawstorne  was  chosen  to  con- 
duct the  building  through  its  several  stages ; and  while  its  ex- 
tent and  prosperity  do  the  utmost  credit  to  the  persons  to  whom 
it  owes  its  existence,  so  do  the  simplicity  and  beauty  of  the  ex- 
terior, no  less  than  the  convenient  internal  arrangement,  to  the 
ingenious  Architect  by  whom  it  was  planned:”  and  the  Infir- 
mary being  “secured  from  the  annoyance  of  manufacturers, 
and  the  too  near  approach  of  other  buildings,  by  the  purchase 
of  about  thirty-one  acres  of  the  laud  which  surrounds  it,  it 
stands  a conspicuous  and  beautiful  object  from  two  of  the  prin- 
cipal approaches  to  the  town.” 

The  building  committee,  in  discharging  so  important  an  un- 
dertaking, it  may  be  fairly  inferred  no  small  difficulties  must 
have  been  met  and  surmounted.  And  perhaps  now  and  then 
from  the  timid  the  whisper  of  fear,  and  from  the  penurious  few 
who  contributed  nothing,  the  murmur  of  discontent  might  be 
heard  ; but  the  termination  was  such  as  to  gratify  the  wishes  of 
its  friends  and  supporters  ; for  at  a full  meeting  of  the  Trustees 
of  the  Infirmary,  held  at  the  Cutler’s  Hall,  August  28th,  1797, 
“ all  the  gentlemen  expressed  themselves  perfectly  satisfied  with 
the  proceedings  of  the  Committee,  and  with  the  great  regularity 
with  which  all  their  accounts  had  been  kept;  and  from  which 
it  appeared  that  upwards  of  six  thousand  pounds  remained  as 
the  fund  of  the  Institution,  contrary  to  many  ill-founded  and 
injurious  reports  that  had  got  into  circulation.” 

Iris,  Sep . 1st,  1797. 

After  electing  the  officers  of  the  Institution,  the  Committee 
proceeded  to  the  business  of  opening  this  noble  erection,  in  a 
way  suitable  to  awaken  the  attention  and  keep  alive  every  bene- 
volent feeling  already  created. 

His  Grace  the  Duke  of  Norfolk  accepted  the  office  of  Presi- 
dent ; the  Duke  of  Devonshire,  the  Right  Honourable  Earl  of 
Effingham,  and  the  Right  Honourable  Earl  Fitzwilliam,  ac- 
cepted the  office  of  Vice-Presidents. 
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The  following  gentlemen  were  appointed  the  Trustees: 


Rev.  JAMES  WILKINSON, 
C.  H.  RODES,  Esq. 

SAMUEL  SHORE,  Jun.  Esq. 
VINCENT  EYRE,  Esq. 
THOMAS  WALKER,  Esq. 

Doctor  STEUART, 

Doctor  WAIN  WRIGHT, 
Doctor  YOUNGE, 

Mr.  (Now  Dr.)  CHENEY, 
Mr.  STAN1FORTH, 

Mr.  C.  H.  WEBB, 


G.  B.  GREAVES,  Esq. 
RICHARD  SWALLOW,  Esq. 
THOMAS  RAWSON,  Esq. 
THOMAS  HOLY,  Esq. 
JOHN  BROWNE,  M.  D. 

AND 

Were  appointed  the  Physicians. 

AND 

Were  appointed  the  Surgeons. 


Mrs.  Lucy  Singleton  was  appointed  to  the  office  of  Matron ; 
but  the  House  Surgeon  was  not  elected  uutil  the  1st  of  January, 
1798.^ 

Wednesday,  the  4th  of  Oct.  1797,  being  the  day  appointed 
for  opening  the  General  Infirmary  near  this  town,  exhibited  one 
of  the  noblest  triumphs  of  humanity  ever  witnessed  in  this  na- 
tion. In  the  forenoon  divine  service  was  performed  at  St. 
Paul’s  church;  where  a sermon,  equally  admirable  in  composi- 
tion and  emphatical  in  its  language,  was  preached  with  the  most 
impressive  energy,  by  our  respected  Vicar,  the  Rev.  James 
Wilkinson,  from  1 John  iii.  ch.  17  v.  “ But  whoso  hath  this 
world's  good , and  seelh  his  brother  have  need , and  shutteth  up 
his  bowels  of  compassion  from  him>  how  dwelleth  the  love  of 
God  in  him  ?” 

After  the  sermon,  a Grand  Procession  moved  from  the  church 
to  the  Infirmary,  consisting  of  several  Lodges  of  Free  Masons, 
the  different  officers  of  the  Infirmary,  the  Clergy,  Trustees,  and 
Magistrates,  the  Cutlers’  Company,  Town  Collector  and  his 
Assistants,  the  Church  Burgesses,  &c.  together  with  near  fifty 


* The  Surgeons  of  the  Institution  very  liberally  allowed  their  Assistants 
to  attend  to  the  department  of  the  vacant  office  of  House  Surgeon,  during 
three  months. 
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Friendly  Societies,  with  silk  flags,  music,  &c.  At  the  Infirmary 
the  Rev.  James  Wilkinson  offered  up  a very  fervent  and  affect- 
ing prayer  for  the  success  of  this  noble  Charity.  When  Ur. 
Wilkinson  had  concluded,  the  whole  multitude,  in  conformity 
with  a request  previously  made  by  him,  accompanied  him  in  re- 
peating the  Lord’s  prayer  : “ Our  Father,  which  art  in  heaven,” 
&c.  ; the  trumpets  then  sounded,  and  all  present  joined  in  three 
times  three  cheers:  after  which,  the  procession  returned  in  the 
same  beautiful  order  as  they  went,  paraded  several  of  the  prin- 
cipal streets  in  the  town,  and  dispersed  before  the  Angel  Inn. 
Independent  of  the  persons  who  w alked  in  the  procession,  form- 
ing an  immense  train  that  reached  from  the  town  to  the  Infir- 
mary, many  thousands  of  admiring  and  applauding  spectators 
accompanied  this  magnificent  spectacle.  The  whole  was  con- 
ducted with  a propriety  and  decorum  that  reflect  the  highest 
honour  on  those  who  arranged  and  managed  the  whole. 

At  the  close  of  the  procession  a most  elegant  entertainment 
was  served  up  by  Mrs.  Peecb,  at  the  Angel  Inn,  who  seemed 
determined  on  this  memorable  occasion  to  even  exceed  herself. 

The  company  present  were,  the  Duke  of  Devonshire,  Lord 
Fitzwilliam,  Lord  Gallway,  Mr.  Wilkinson,  Admiral  Gell,  Mr. 
Shore,  Colonel  Athorpe,  Captain  Newton,  the  Trustees  of  the 
Charity,  the  Medical  Gentlemen  of  the  Infirmary,  several  of  the 
Clergy,  and  a great  number  of  other  most  respectable  gentle- 
men, all  most  zealous  friends  to  the  Charity. 

Doctor  Browne  was  called  to  the  chair; — and  Mr.  John 
Greaves,  the  Town  Collector,  and  a very  active  member  of  the 
committee,  officiated  as  Vice-President. 

For  the  toasts  and  speeches  the  reader  is  referred  to  the  news- 
papers, &c.^ 

An  elegant  Ball  closed  the  entertainments  of  the  day. 

* Doctor  Browne  having  left  the  chair  for  a few  minutes  to  speak  with  a 
gentleman  at  the  table,  Earl  Fitzwilliam  seized  the  moment  which  gave 
opportunity,  and  gave  the  following  toast, — “ Doctor  Browne,  with  thanks 
for  his  indefatigable  exertions  in  promoting  and  ably  supporting  the  interests 
of  that  most  excellent  institution,  the  Sheffield  General  Infirmary/’  and  im- 
mediately the  Charity  Boys,  who  had  been  regaled  by  Mr.  Samuel  Marshall, 
in  the  yard,  gave  three  cheers,  as  if  for  approbation,  which  produced  a very 
pleasing  and  sensible  effect  on  the  company.  (Iris.) 

G 
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THE  FOLLOWING  WAS  THE  ORDER  OF 

®&c  ©rnittr  ^ioccgoiou  t 

The  First  Division  will  consist  of  the  different  Lodges  of  Free 
Masons,  in  the  following  order: 

Two  Trumpeters,  on  white  Horses,  dressed  in  white. 

Two  Constables  with  staffs. 

Band  of  Music. 

Two  Tilers,  with  Swords. 

Standard,  crimson  Silk ; Faith,  Hope,  and  Charity. 

A Steward  with  a pink  Wand. 

Visiting  Brothers,  in  white  Aprons  and  Gloves,  two  and  two,  according  to 
the  rank  of  their  respective  Lodges;  Juniors  first. 

Standard  in  the  centre  of  them,  blue  Silk ; Brotherly  Love,  Relief,  and 

Truth. 

A Steward  with  a pink  Rod. 

Flag  of  the  Royal  Brunswick  Lodge. 

Members  of  the  Britannia  and  Royal  Brunswick  Lodges  out  of  Office, 
two  and  two;  Juniors  first. 

Royal  Arch  Banner. 

Royal  Arch  Masons,  with  Sashes,  two  and  two, 

Knight  Templars*  Banner. 

Knight  Templar  Masons,  with  Sashes,  two  and  two. 

A Steward,  with  a pink  Rod. 

Architect  with  a Square,  Level,  and  Plumb,  on  a Cushion. 

The  Lodge,  covered  with  white  Satin,  and  carried  by  four  Master 

Masons. 

Master  of  the  Seventh  Lodge,  with  two  silver  Pitchers,  containing  Wine 

and  Oil. 

Master  of  the  Sixth  Lodge,  with  a gold  Pitcher,  containing  Corn. 
Standard,  purple  Silk,  Justice,  Fortitude,  Temperance,  and  Prudence. 

The  First  Light,  carried  by  the  Master  of  the  Fourth  Lodge. 

The  Celestial  and  Terrestrial  Globes,  carried  by  two  Master  Masons. 
The  second  Light,  carried  by  the  Master  of  the  Third  Lodge. 

The  Lewis,  carried  by  a Master  Mason. 

The  third  Light,  carried  by  the  Master  of  the  Second  Lodge. 

The  Holy  Bible,  Square,  and  Compass,  on  a crimson  velvet  Cushion,  with 
gold  Fringe  and  Tassels. 

The  Chaplain. 
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A Steward,  with  a pink  Rod. 

Two  Secretaries,  with  green  silk  Bags,  and  Transaction  Books. 

Two  Treasurers,  with  blue  Wands  tipped  with  gold. 

Junior  Wardens,  with  Pillars. 

Senior  Wardens,  with  Pillars. 

Grand  Sword. 

Book  of  Constitutions,  on  a blue  silk  Cushion. 

Masters  of  the  two  Lodges,  with  white  Wands,  carrying  the  Warrant  of 
Constitution  of  Britannia  Lodge. 

Two  Stewards,  with  pink  Rods,  to  close  the  Procession. 

THE  SECOND , OR  CENTRE  DIVISION , 

Will  consist,  chiefly,  of  the  different  Officers  and  others  belonging  to  the 
Infirmary,  together  with  the  Clergy,  Trustees,  Magistrates,  &c.  and  the 
three  great  bodies  of  the  town,  in  the  following  order : 

Constables,  Charity  Boys,  Master  Carpenters,  Bricklayers,  Masons,  Gla- 
ziers, Painters,  &c.  &c. 

The  Clerk  of  the  Works. 

Secretary  and  Architect. 

The  Committee. 

Medical  Gentlemen  of  the  Infirmary. 

The  Clergy  in  their  gowns,  two  and  two. 

The  Trustees  of  the  Charity,  two  and  two. 

The  Magistrates. 

Constables. 

The  Infirmary  Flag,  of  regal  purple,  decorated  at  the  top  with  different 
beautiful  plumes  of  feathers,  and  inscribed  with  gold  letters,  “ Sheffield 
General  Infirmary — Go  and  do  thou  likewise  ” 

Full  Band  of  Music. 

Clerk  of  the  Cutlers’  Company. 

Old  Master  Cutlers,  two  and  two. 

Beadle  of  the  Cutlers’  Company. 

The  Master  Cutler. 

W ardens. 

Company  of  Cutlers,  two  and  two. 

Constables. 

Town  Beadles. 

Town  Collector. 

His  Assistants,  two  and  two. 
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Constables. 

Twelve  Church  Burgesses,  two  and  two. 
Charily  Boys. 

Constables. 


THE  THIRD  DIVISION 

Will  consist  of  the  Masters,  Wardens,  Assistants,  and  Members,  of  those  most 
useful  Institutions  the  Benefited  Societies,  or  Sick  Clubs,  as  they  are  com- 
monly called,  preceded  by  different  coloured  silk  Flags,  with  the  names  of  the 
Clubs  inscribed  thereon,  in  the  following  order,  as  agreed  upon  at  a Public 
Meeting  lately  held  at  the  Cutlers’  Hall : — 


Names  of  the  Societies.  Establishment. 

The  Tailors’  Society September  20,  1720. 

Filesmiths’ Society March  2,  1732. 

Cutlers’ Society April  6,  1732. 

Shepherds’ Society July  1732. 

Old  Unanimous  Society April  12,  1733. 

Union  Society January  4,  1740. 

Carpenters’  Sick  Society November  5,  1740. 

Society  depending  on  Providence  . . . September  1,  1741. 

Grinders’  Society. March  16,  1748. 

Bishop  Blaze  Club July  4,  1750. 

Old  Gentlemens’  Club July  5,  1750. 

Indefatigable  Union.  April  15,  1752. 

United  Society * May  19,  1752. 

Reformed  Society 1752. 

Laurel  United  Society September  6,  1753. 

Providence  Society 1754. 

Friendly  Society July  17,  1756. 

Careful  Society January  25,  1758. 

Young  Men’s  Sick  Society February  12,  1759. 

Green  Forester  Society 1759. 

Tradesmen’s  Society July  10,  1761. 

Tradesmen  Society 1762. 

Braziers’  Society ...  February  21 , 1765. 

Young  Society February  22,  1767. 

Half-boot  Society. February  23,  1767. 

Masons’ Society April  21,  1767. 

Waterman’s  Society.  November  4,  1768. 
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Names  of  the  Societies.  Establishment. 

Benevolent  Society  of  Tradesmen,  &c.  J uly  15,  1 773. 

Friendly  and  United  Society February  21,  1780. 

Royal  Union  Society August  9,  1782. 

Rodney  Club September  6,  1782. 

Young  Royal  Society September  4,  1783. 

Revolution  Society 1788. 

Prince  of  Wales  Society July  8,  1790. 

Scissorsmith  Society April  3,  1791. 

Loyal  Independ.  Volunteer  Sick  Club  Nov.  10,  1794. 

Besides  the  above,  others  are  expected  to  join  the  Procession,  whose  names 

have  been  omitted  to  be  sent  in  soon  enough  for  publication. 

The  Free  Masons  are  to  range  themselves,  about  twelve 
o’clock,  down  Norfolk-street,  so  that  the  rear  may  terminate 
and  halt  opposite  China-square,  to  leave  a distance  from  thence 
to  the  end  of  Union-street,  for  the  centre  division  to  fall  in  on 
coming  out  of  the  church. 

The  third  division  is  to  form  also,  about  the  same  time,  from 
Union-street  down  towards  Little  Sheffield-moor. 

The  first  Club,  or  Tailors’  Society,  not  to  advance  farther  than 
Union-street,  so  as  to  leave  the  space  from  thence  to  China- 
square,  to  take  in  the  centre  division,  as  just  stated. 

The  spectators  are  particularly  requested  not  to  occupy 
the  said  space. 

The  Procession  being  formed,  will  move  through  the  follow- 
ing streets  and  places,  viz.  Norfolk-street,  Newmarket-street, 
Bull-stake,  Castle-street,  Snig-bill,  Westbar,  Gibraltar,  Shales- 
moor,  and  White-house-lane,  to  the  Infirmary. 

Proper  Offiers  will  be  fixed  at  the  Infirmary  to  marshal  the 
Procession  there,  and  to  put  it  in  motion  for  its  return,  which, 
when  it  arrives  at  the  Workhouse,  is  to  move  up  Westbar  Green, 
Broad-lane,  Free-school,Townhead -cross,  upper  part  of  Church 
lane,  Brailsford  Orchards,  Fargale,  High-street,  Market-place, 
and  Angel-street,  where  it  will  end  at  the  Angel  Inn. 

Upon  this  memorable  occasion,  a Musical  Festival  was  held, 
on  a very  grand  and  extensive  scale,  patronised  by  his  Grace 
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the  Duke  of  Norfolk,  his  Grace  the  Duke  of  Devonshire,  the 
Right  Hon.  the  Earl  of  Effingham,  the  Right  Hon.  Earl  Fitz- 
william,  the  Right  Hon.  Lord  Viscount  Gallway,  and  the  Trus- 
tees of  the  Institution.  The  Festival  produced  £306  14s.  8d. 
for  the  benefit  of  the  Charity.  For  an  account  of  the  perfor- 
mances on  the  occasion,  the  reader  is  referred  to  the  news- 
papers of  October,  1797. 


On  Monday,  Nov.  27,  1797,  was  performed  at  the  Theatre,  in 
Sheffield,  for  the  benefit  of  the  General  Infirmary,  under  the 
propitious  auspices  of  the  Friends  of  Humanity, 

THE  WONDER ! 

A WOMAN  KEEPS  A SECRET. 

With  the  favourite  Farce  of 

fyc.  Sfc. 

On  this  occasion  the  Theatre  “ was  crowded  with  a most 
brilliant  auditory  in  the  Boxes ; the  Pit,  also,  was  very  full ; but 
the  Gallery,  owing  to  the  circumstance  of  its  having  been  the 
eve  of  our  Fair,  was  much  less  uumerously  attended  than  usual ; 
notwithstanding  which,  the  receipt  was  upwards  of  fifty  pounds. 
Messrs.  Taylor  and  Robertson,  the  managers,  also  very  liberally 
returned  Five  Guineas  out  of  the  charge  which  they  made  for 
the  expences  of  the  night.”  (See  the  Iris  for  Nov.  30,  1797.) 

From  this  time  subscriptions  and  donations  were  received 
from  the  patrons  and  other  friends  of  the  Institution,  in  a man- 
ner almost  unprecedented  ; and  on  the  first  anniversary,  held 
Oct.  3rd,  1798,  it  appears  that  the  annual  iucome  for  the  sup- 
port of  the  Charity,  exclusive  of  sermons  and  benefactions, 
amounted  to  £1090  12s.  lOd. ; so  that  the  Institution  soon  rose 
up  from  its  infant  state,  to  make  an  appearauce  of  such  stabi- 
lity as  to  give  the  fullest  assurance  that  it  would  never  fail  for 
want  of  public  support. 
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The  following  account  of  the  first  Anniversary  Meeting  of  the 
Sheffield  General  Infirmary,  is  copied  from  a document  appa- 
rently taken  from  the  Iris  of  Friday  the  12th  of  October,  1798: 

“ Agreeably  to  our  former  promise  in  the  last  Iris,  we  are 
happy  in  being  able  to  present  our  readers  with  the  following 
faithful  account  of  the  first  Anniversary  Meeting  of  our  most 
excellent  Institution,  the  General  Infirmary. 

«<  On  the  3d  instant  a great  number  of  the  Trustees,  Subscri- 
bers, and  Benefactors  to  the  General  Infirmary  at  this  place, 
convened  by  public  advertisement,  for  the  purpose  of  comme- 
morating the  opening  of  the  Institution  on  the  first  Wednesday 
in  October,  1797,  assembled  in  the  Board  Room  at  the  Infir- 
mary, when,  the  Rev.  James  Wilkinson  being  requested  to 
take  the  chair,  an  account  of  the  general  state  of  the  Charity, 
and  of  the  receipts  and  payments  from  the  opening  the  sub- 
scription for  the  building  of  the  Infirmary  to  this  period,  was 
read  over;  an  accurate  report  of  all  the  patients  admitted  and 
discharged,  was  made,  and  all  the  proceedings  of  the  different 
Boards  to  this  time  were  reported  : after  which  the  following 
resolutions  were  unanimously  voted. 

“ I.  That  the  account  of  the  general  state  of  the  Charity,  and 
of  the  receipts  and  payments,  which  has  been  read  over  to  this 
meeting,  appears  very  correct  and  satisfactory. 

“ II.  That  the  Report  of  the  patients,  which  have  been  ad- 
mitted and  discharged  within  the  year,  is  also  very  satisfactory. 

“ III.  That  this  meeting  highly  approves  of  the  proceedings 
of  the  different  Boards  which  have  been  held  from  the  com- 
mencement thereof  to  this  time. 

“ IV.  That  a resolution  of  thanks  to  the  Physicians  and  Sur- 
geons of  the  Infirmary,  similar  to  that  which  was  unanimously 
voted  at  a public  meeting  of  the  Subscribers  and  Benefactors, 
held  at  the  Cutlers’  Hall,  on  the  23d  of  April  last,  be  adopted 
by  this  meeting,  viz.  That  the  thanks  of  this  meeting  be  given 
to  Doctor  Wainwright,  Doctor  Younge,  and  Doctor  <5ave  ; and 
also,  to  Mr.  Hugh  Cheney,  Mr.  William  Stanifortb,  and  Mr. 
Charles  Hawksley  Webb,  the  Physicians  and  Surgeons  of  the 
Infirmary,  for  their  faithful  and  zealous  discharge  of  the  very 
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arduous  duty  which  attaches  to  their  respective  offices;  from 
which,  whilst  it  reflects  the  highest  honour  on  themselves,  there 
is  the  greatest  reason  to  hope  that  a solid  foundation  has  been 
laid  for  the  future  success  of  the  medical  and  surgical  practice 
of  the  Institution. 

“ V.  That  the  thanks  of  this  meeting  be  given  to  Doctor 
Browne,  for  his  zealous  and  unwearied  attention  to  the  business 
and  interest  of  this  Institution. 

“James  Wilkinson,  Chairman. 

“ VI.  That  the  thanks  of  this  meeting  be  most  respectfully 
given  to  the  Chairman. 

“ After  the  business  at  the  Infirmary  was  ended,  the  Magi- 
strates who  attended  the  meeting,  the  Trustees,  Clergy,  Physi- 
cians and  Surgeons,  all  the  Officers  of  the  Charity,  and  a great 
number  of  the  Governors,  Subscribers,  and  Benefactors,  walked, 
two  and  two,  from  the  Infirmary  to  the  Tontine  Inn,  preceded 
by  the  powerful  band  of  music  belonging  to  the  Loyal  Inde- 
pendent Sheffield  Volunteers;  the  Infirmary  Flag,  with  the  ap- 
propriate inscription 

“ Go  and  do  thou  likewise/’ 
being  displayed  on  the  occasion. 

“ A most  excellent  dinner  was  provided  by  Mrs.  Ashmore, 
which  was  so  numerously  attended  by  the  Friends  of  Humanity, 
that  one  table  was  not  sufficient  to  accommodate  the  whole  com- 
pany. 

“ Doctor  Browne  was  called  to  the  Chair;  and,  after  dinner, 
the  following  toasts  were  given : 

“ Success  to  the  Sheffield  General  Infirmary,  and  may  it  long,  very  long, 
continue  to  prosper,  and  be  a happy  Asylum  for  the  reception  of  the  sick  and 
lame  poor ! 

“ The  noble  Patrons  of  the  Charity,  and  may  the  gratitude  of  the  Patients 
be  the  reward  of  their  munificence  ! 

“ The  Trustees  and  all  the  Subscribers  and  Benefactors  to  the  Institution, 
and  may  they  long  enjoy  that  health  and  happiness  they  have  contributed  to 
restore  to  others ! 

66  The  Physicians  and  Surgeons  of  the  Infirmary,  with  thanks  for  their 
unremitting  attention  in  the  discharge  of  their  respective  important  duties. 
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“ After  the  above  occasional  toasts, 

“ The  King  and  Constitution  ! 
u The  Navy  and  Army, 

and  many  other  loyal  and  patriotic  toasts,  were  given  from  the 
chair,  the  company  singing,  and  the  martial  band  playing,  the 
favourite  national  and  popular  airs  of  “ God  save  the  King !” 
“ Rule,  Britannia!”  &c.  with  most  powerful  effect. 

“ We  have  judged  it  proper  to  state  the  above  particulars,  be- 
cause we  are  sure  that  the  absent  friends  of  humanity  will  re- 
joice to  hear  that  the  first  anniversary  meeting  of  our  most  ne- 
cessary Institution  was  as  convivial  and  happy,  as  the  cause  was 
good  which  gave  rise  to  it ; and  we  hope  that,  with  every  re- 
volving year,  we  shall  be  able  to  make  as  favourable  a report  of 
the  state  of  the  Charity  as  that  which  we  have  now  presented 
to,  the  public. 

“ In  the  mean  time,  we  think  it  right  to  say,  that  we  have  been 
assured,  that  at  Midsummer  next  a minute  detailed  printed  ac- 
count of  every  particular  respecting  the  Charity,  will  be  sent  to 
every  Subscriber,  which  will  be  repeated  every  year ; but  as 
they  may  wish  to  have  some  general  information  at  present,  we 
are  happy  to  inform  them,  that  the  present  annual  income  for 
the  support  of  the  Institution,  is  £1090  12s.  lOd.  exclusive  of 
what  may  also  be  expected  from  Charity  Sermons,  Benefac- 
tions, &c.  the  Subscriptions  alone,  to  the  infinite  honour  of  the 
noble  contributors,  the  different  public  bodies,  and  the  other 
subscribers,  amounting  to  £1017  9s.  6d. 

“ In  consequence  of  the  above  favourable  report,  all  the  beds 
in  the  house  being  now  occupied,  orders  were  given  by  the 
General  Quarterly  Board,  that  six  more  should  be  forthwith 
fitted  up  ; and,  as  applications  for  admittance  increase  weekly, 
it  is  intended,  from  time  to  time,  to  add  to  the  number  of  beils, 
respect  being  previously  and  cautiously  paid  to  the  state  of  the 
income  which  is  to  support  the  Charity. 

“ N.  B.  Notwithstanding  the  Institution  is  only  in  its  infant 
state,  it  appears  from  the  books  at  the  Infirmary,  that  113  In- 
Patients,  and  305  Out-Patients,  have  been  admitted  since  the 

opening  of  the  Charity,  making  in  the  whole,  418  Patients.” 

H 
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Id  order,  more  particularly,  to  shew  that  the  Sheffield  Gene- 
ral Infirmary  has  been,  and  continues  to  be,  an  instrument  for 
diffusing  great  and  extensive  good,  it  will  be  highly  gratifying 
to  the  benefactors  and  subscribers  of  the  Institution  to  be  in- 
formed, that  since  the  period  of  its  opening  to  June  24,  1824, 
the  immense  number  of  thirty  five  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
seventy- seven*  patients  have  been  admitted:  and  moreover,  in 
order  to  add  to  the  utility  of  this  best  of  all  the  Charities,  in  the 
year  1802,  a Jennerian  Society  was  instituted  at  the  Infirmary  ; 
and  it  will  doubtless,  likewise,  be  truly  gratifying,  not  only  to 
the  friends  of  the  Institution,  but  equally  so  to  the  public  in 
general,  to  learn  that,  up  to  Midsummer  last,  the  astonishing 
number  of  twenty-three  thousand  one  hundred  and  ninety  five t 
persons  have  been  vaccinated  by  the  writer,  without  the  loss  of 
a single  individual  in  consequence  of  the  disease . 

I cannot  close  this  part  of  the  subject,  without  adverting  to 
what  must  ever  be  allowed  of  the  highest  consequence  to  an 
Institution  of  this  nature,  both  in  its  origin  and  its  more  ad- 
vanced stage  ; but  its  commencement  was  most  auspicious.  I 
speak  here  of  the  appointment  of  the  medical  and  surgical 
officers,  by  whose  superior  skill  and  advice  so  many  thou- 
sands of  the  afflicted  poor  have  sought  and  found  relief;  and 
without  which  the  Infirmary  had  neither  obtained  the  patron- 
age of  the  wealthy,  nor  the  confidence  of  the  indigent  and 
afflicted. 

“ And  what  can  better  promote  the  end  of  such  beneficent 
intentions,  than  the  establishment  of  General  Hospitals  for  the 
reception  of  the  afflicted  poor?  where  men  of  liberal  minds 
and  eminent  abilities  and  knowledge,  prepared  by  regular  edu- 
cation and  experience  in  the  profession  of  medicine  and  sur- 


* Out  of  this  number,  three  thousand  one  hundred  and  two  were  sudden 
accidents,  requiring  immediate  assistance. 

t It  is  proper  here  also  to  remark,  that  in  addition  to  the  above  report, 
many  thousand  charges  of  Vaccine  Lymph  have  (since  the  commencement 
of  this  Society)  been  sent  out  to  the  Surgeons  in  this  town  and  neighbourhood, 
and  to  places  more  distant,  for  private  inoculation. 
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gery,  engage,  gratuitously,  to  exert  their  best  united  efforts  in 
the  service  of  the  poor,”  (Sermon  ) 

The  Trustees,  the  Committee,  and  others  concerned  in  the 
management  of  the  Infirmary,  at  the  very  outset,  felt  it  their 
obligation  to  adopt  the  best  means  they  could  devise  to  stamp 
utility  upon  the  Institution,  and  thereby  promote  its  reputation  ; 
and  with  this  view  (and  which,  it  is  confessed,  proved  their 
proceedings  to  be  most  judicious)  they  avoided  a general 
election  of  medical  officers,  by  appointing  the  senior  prac- 
titioners in  the  town  ; and  who,  on  their  appointment,  readily 
came  forward  to  serve  in  this  great  cause  of  humanity. 

The  original  Medical  Officers  of  the  Sheffield  General  Infir- 
mary, (which  have  been  before  noticed,)  were  as  follow  : 


Physicians. 

Dr.  STEUART, 

Dr.  WAIN  WRIGHT, 
Dr.  YOUNGE. 


Surge  otis. 

Messrs.  HUGH  CHENEY,  M.  D. 
WM.  STANIFORTH, 

C.  H.  WEBB. 


Dr.  Wainwright  unremittingly  served  the  Institution  for 
fourteen  years,  and  retired  from  office  on  account  of  declining 
health.^5  Dr.  Steuart  left  Sheffield  immediately  after  the  open- 
ing of  the  House,  and  was  succeeded  by  Dr.  Cave ; and  the  In- 
firmary still  enjoys  (and  which  may  it  long  continue  to  do) 
the  valuable  services  of  Dr.  Younge;  who,  I must  not  omit  to 
observe,  had  the  whole  medical  department  under  his  care  from 
December,  1812,  to  February,  1815.  Dr.  Davis,  who  succeeded 
to  Dr.  Cave,  (who  held  the  office  of  Physician  only  one  year) 
left  the  town,  after  serving  the  Institution  with  diligence  and 
ability  for  eight  years.  Dr.  Knight  was  elected  in  the  year 
1815;  and  Dr.  Brown  in  the  year  1819. 

Dr.  Cfyeneyt  continued  his  services  to  the  Charity  for  fifteen 
years;  and,  from  a cause  which  his  friends  must  ever  lament, 
thought  proper  to  retire.  Mr.  Staniforth  retired  after  servjng 


* Dr.  Wainwright,  on  retiring,  was,  by  vote  of  the  Governors,  consti- 
tuted Honorary  Physician  and  Governor  lor  life. 

t Dr.  Cheney  and  Mr.  Staniforth,  on  their  retiring,  were  also  constituted 
Honorary  Surgeons  and  Governors  for  life. 
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tbe  Institution  twenty-two  years;  and  Mr  Charles  Hawksley 
Webb,  after  a considerable  period  of  affliction,  died,  having 
served  the  same  length  of  time.  To  those  gentlemen,  who  suc- 
cessfully exercised  their  superior  professional  skill  in  the  dili- 
gent discharge  of  the  duties  of  their  office,  have  succeeded  Mr. 
Wm.  Staniforth,  jun.  Mr.  John  Favell,  and  Mr.  Thomas  Water- 
house. 


The  present  Medical  Officers  of  the  Infirmary,  1824,  are  as 
follow : 


Physicians. 

Dr.  WM.  YOUNGE, 
Dr.  A.  J.  KNIGHT, 
Dr.  G.  C.  BROWN. 


Surgeons. 

Messrs.  W.  STANIFORTH,  Jun. 
JOHN  FAVELL, 

THOS.  WATERHOUSE. 


9.  . s , ... . # 

It  would  not  become  me  to  attempt  any  eulogium  on  the 
professional  abilities  of  these  gentlemen.  The  public  know 
their  worth ; and  doubtless  it  is  by  their  valuable  exertions  and 
talents,  that  the  great  reputation  of  the  Infirmary  is  to  be  up- 
held. 

I have  already  stated,  that  when  I entered  on  the  official 
situation  which  I hold  in  the  medical  department  of  this  Insti- 
tution, I came  a stranger  into  this  neighbourhood.  Perhaps  I 
may  be  allowed  the  gratification  of  mentioning  the  circumstan- 
ces that  led  to  the  event: 

A few  months  before  the  openiug  of  the  Infirmary,  I was 
one  of  the  unsuccessful  candidates  at  Leeds,  though  the  second 
in  poiut  of  interest,  for  the  office  of  House  Surgeon  to  that  In- 
stitution. In  answer  to  a letter  from  Mr.  William  Lowrie,  then 
Secretary  to  this  Institution,  making  inquiry  as  to  qualifications, 
testimonials,  and  interest  I had  obtained  at  Leeds,  I declined 
standing  as  a candidate  for  the  office,  by  election.  I was  in- 
formed by  a second  letter  from  him,  that  the  medical  gentlemen 
had  given  me  the  preference  to  several  others  who  had  offered 
themselves  for  the  situation,  and  that  I should  be  expected 
at  the  Infirmary  by  the  first  of  January,  1798;  at  which  time  I 
entered  upon  the  important  duties  of  the  office,  which  I have 
now  continued  to  hold  for  more  than  twenty-six  years.  It 
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must,  I think,  be  acknowledged  that  I have  spent  the  best  of 
my  days  in  this  service.  I entered  on  my  engagement  to  serve 
this  Institution  to  the  best  of  my  ability;  and  I hope  that  my 
attention  to  the  afflicted,  and  care  to  economise  the  property 
of  the  Infirmary,  as  far  as  is  consistent  with  the  restoration  and 
welfare  of  the  patients,  have  evinced  to  those  who  are  best  ac- 
quainted with  my  general  habits  and  conduct,  that  as  I take 
this  opportunity  to  acknowledge  liberality  on  the  part  of  the 
Governors,  so  I shall  not  be  thought  to  have  forfeited  the 
pledge  which  I then  gave. 


The  order  of  things  leads  to  the  painful  event  of  the  last  ill- 
ness and  lamented  death  of  Dr.  Browne,  whom  to  name  is  to 
call  to  memory  whatever  is  humane  and  benevolent;  whose 
charities  knew  no  bounds  but  his  means,  and  whose  powerful 
appeals  on  all  public  occasions  were  so  availing,  as  never  to  fail 
of  their  desired  effect,  of  which  almost  all  our  public  Institu- 
tions stand  as  a lasting  memorial ; and  as  the  following  able  ac- 
count in  the  Sheffield  Iris  fully  confirms : — 

“ Died,  on  Thursday,  April  10,  1810,  at  his  house  near  the 
Lead-Works,  John  Browne,  M.  D.  in  the  70th  year  of  his  age. 
The  public  spirit  and  the  private  virtues  of  Dr.  Browne  have 
been  so  long  known  and  so  universally  admired  in  this  neigh- 
bourhood, that  there  seems  to  be  no  further  necessity  to  name 
them  here  than  for  the  purpose  of  stating  that  they  must  be  held 
in  veneration  so  long  as  the  charitable  institutions,  which  are 
the  glory  of  Sheffield,  endure.  Of  these  the  General  Infirmary 
stands  at  once  the  noblest  example  of  the  bounty  of  its  founders 
and  supporters,  and  the  most  conspicuous  monument  of  the  zeal, 
perseverance,  and  genius  of  Doctor  Browne,  unremittingly  and 
pre-eminently  exercised  on  a subject  which  called  forth  all  the 
energy  and  activity  of  his  comprehensive  mind,  while  it  awak- 
ened all  the  warmth  and  sensibility  of  bis  benevolent  heart. 
From  the  day  that  the  erection  of  a General  Hospital  at  this 
place  was  determined  on  by  the  resolutions  of  a public  meeting, 
in  the  year  1792,  Doctor  Browne  exerted  all  his  powers  to  carry 
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the  plan  into  full  effect,  by  establishing  the  Charity,  in  the  first 
instance,  upon  a scale  so  simple,  yet  extended,  that  it  should 
afterwards  admit  of  every  gradual  aud  necessary  improvement, 
without  injury  or  derangement  to  its  original  constitution.  In 
this  he  succeeded  to  the  utmost  of  his  wishes  ; and  from  the 
opening  of  the  Infirmary,  in  1797,  till  within  a few  months  of 
his  lamented  death,  he  has  been  both  serving  it  with  unwearied 
diligence,  as  Chairman  of  the  Weekly  Board,  and  reaping  the 
sweetest  reward  of  his  service,  in  witnessing  the  increasing  use- 
fulness and  prosperity  of  his  favourite  Institution. 

“ On  all  other  public  occasions,  Doctor  Browne  was  deserv- 
edly looked  up  to  as  the  best  friend  and  ablest  adviser  of  his 
townsmen  : the  ardent  eloquence  with  which  he  advocated,  and 
the  indefatigable  labour  with  which  he  pursued  to  accomplish- 
ment, every  scheme  in  which  be  concerned  himself,  for  the 
honour  and  welfare  of  the  neighbourhood,  were  only  equalled 
by  the  patience  with  which  he  met  discouragements,  and  the 
gentleness  with  which  he  overcame  opposition.  In  public  bu- 
sinesses, of  which  many  splendid  instances  will  be  remembered, 
he  never  took  little  steps  or  adopted  scanty  measures  ; his  views 
were  always  large  aud  circumspective:  he  loved  to  stand  on 
the  highest  ground  of  bis  subject,  and  thence  to  survey  it  on 
every  side,  with  an  eye,  not  only  to  instant  and  temporary  ad- 
vantages, but  to  future,  contingent,  and  abiding  utility.  In 
such  cases,  he  considered  nothing  to  be  done  until  the  whole 
was  well  done.  No  man  ever  better  understood  the  art  of 
directing,  without  seemiog  to  control,  the  will  of  the  multitude : 
inflexibly  tenacious  of  his  own  judgment,  when  be  had  deli- 
berately convinced  himself  of  its  rectitude,  he  listened  to  the 
adverse  opinions  of  others,  with  such  respect  aud  indulgence, 
softening  and  qualifying  the  words,  and  winning  concession 
after  concession  from  his  oponeots  as  they  went  along,  that 
frequently  when  they  bad  done  delivering  their  own  senti- 
ments, they  found  themselves  converts  and  confessors  to  his. 
Of  such  a character  the  very  errors  were  those  of  a liberal  man 
devising  liberal  things, — excess  on  the  side  of  virtue. 

“ The  private  life  of  Doctor  Browne  adorned  his  public  pro- 
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fessions;  affability  to  his  equals,  condescension  to  his  inferiors, 
kindness  to  all,  distinguished  his  behaviour,  and  commanded  the 
esteem  of  every  class  of  people  with  whom  he  had  occasion  to 
communicate.  His  beneficence  was  a proverb  in  the  mouth  of 
every  body;  but  it  was  more  than  a proverb  in  the  heart  of  all 
who  had  occasion  to  appeal  to  it:  to  them  it  was  a pledge  of 
relief  that  never  failed  to  be  redeemed  in  the  hour  of  trial. 
During  his  last  severe  and  dreadful  illness,  at  those  times  when 
his  great  and  amiable  mind  had  respite  from  the  violence  of 
disease,  Doctor  Browne  displayed  the  fortitude  in  affliction  that 
might  be  expected  from  so  decided  a character;  and  at  length 
he  quietly  resigned  his  breath,  expressing  his  fervent  hope  of 
happiness  hereafter.  Peace  to  his  memory!  He  is  not  dead; 
he  has  only  retired  from  his  personal  labours; — he  lives,  and 
be  will  long  live  by  his  example  amongst  us.  That  example 
will  be  an  encouragement  or  a reproach  to  his  survivors  as  they 
shall  follow  or  depart  from  it. 

“ Yesterday  morning  the  remains  of  Doctor  Browne  were  in- 
terred in  the  chancel  of  the  Parish  Church.  At  nine  o’clock 
a procession,  composed  of  the  following  public  bodies,  and  other 
respectable  persons,  set  out  from  the  Cutlers’  Hall,  to  accom- 
pany the  hearse,  bearing  the  body,  which  was  followed  by  three 
mourning  coaches,  containing  the  friends  of  the  deceased,  from 
the  Lead-Works : 

The  Church  Beadles  and  Constables. 

The  Clergy. 

The  Medical  Gentlemen  of  the  town. 

The  Town’s  Beadle. 

The  Town  Regent  and  his  Assistants. 

The  Capital  and  other  Church  Burgesses. 

The  Beadle  of  the  Cutlers’  Company. 

The  Master  Cutler  and  Company. 

The  Officers  of  the  Local  Militia. 

These  were  followed  by  the  Children  of  the  Boys’  Charity  School  and  the 
Children  of  the  Girl’s  Charity  School. 

“ When  the  procession  met  the  hearse,  &c.  the  order  was  im- 
mediately reversed,  by  every  division  facing  about.  On  arriv- 
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ing  at  the  church,  the  military  officers,  who  were  then  at  the 
head,  opened  into  two  ranks,  each  succeeding  party  doing  the 
same,  and  the  whole  procession  waited  till  the  corpse  and 
mourners  had  passed  into  the  church.  In  the  church-yard, 
thousands  of  the  inhabitants  who  had  revered  the  living,  and 
bewailed  the  dead,  benefactor  of  Sheffield,  were  assembled  to 
see  his  remains  carried  to  their  last  home.  The  crowd  was  ex- 
cessive at  the  doors,  but  we  believe  no  serious  accident  hap- 
pened. The  following  was  the  order  of  burial  observed  on 
this  solemn  and  affecting  occasion  : 

“Upon  the  procession  entering  the  church,  the  Dead  March 
in  Saul  was  played.  The  usual  funeral  service  in  the  church 
was  concluded  with — 

( Quartetto  and  Chorus ): — “ When  the  ear  heard  him,  then  it  blessed  him; 
and  when  the  eye  saw  him,  it  gave  witness  of  him.  He  delivered  the  poor 
that  cried,  the  fatherless  and  him  that  had  none  to  help  him.  Kindness,  meek- 
ness, and  comfort  were  on  his  tongue.  If  there  was  any  virtue,  and  if  there 
was  any  praise,  he  thought  on  those  things.” 

“ During  the  removal  of  the  body  to  the  chancel,  attended 
by  the  clergy,  pall-bearers,  and  others  invited  to  the  funeral, 
while  the  congregation  remained  in  the  seats,  a solemn  dirge 
was  performed. 

“ After  the  return  of  the  clergy,  &c.  from  the  grave,  the  cho- 
rus sang — 

“ His  body  is  buried  in  peace,  but  his  name  liveth  evermore.” 

“ This  was  followed  by  the  solo— 

“ Behold,  I tell  you  a mystery,  we  shall  not  all  sleep,  but  we  shall  be 
changed  in  a moment,  in  the  twinkling  of  an  eye,  at  the  last  trump.” 

“ The  trumpet  shall  sound  and  the  dead  shall  be  raised  incorruptible,  and 
he  shall  be  changed.” 

“ Finally,  the  Hallelujah  Chorus,  from  the  Messiah,  was  sung 
with  the  sublime  and  overpowering  effect  that  ever  accompa- 
nies it. 

“ The  whole  concluded  about  eleven  o’clock,  till  which  time 
the  shops  in  the  principal  streets  were  shut  in.  Every  testi- 
mony of  veneration  and  sorrow  was  manifested  throughout  the 
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town  on  this  occasion,  which  the  deceased  himself  would  have 
approved  and  recommended  in  the  case  of  another,  bad  another 
been  found  like  him,  at  three  score  years  and  ten,  going  down 
to  the  grave  with  half  a century  of  public  services  to  conse- 
crate bis  memory.” 

By  mistake,  the  decease  of  Dr.  Browne  is  said  to  have  taken  place  on 
Thursday,  the  10th  of  April : it  should  have  been  Tuesday  the  10th  of 
April,  1810, 


A few  days  previous  to  the  funeral  taking  place,  the  follow- 
ing notice  for  a General  Mourning,  appeared  in  the  News- 
papers : 

PUBLIC  MOURNING 

FOR  THE  LATE  DOCTOR  BROWNE. 

It  having  been  suggested  by  a number  of  very  respectable  cha- 
racters, that  there  would  be  great  propriety  in  the  inhabitants 
of  the  town  and  immediate  neighbourhood  of  Sheffield  appear- 
ing in  mourning,  on  ONE  SUNDAY  after  the  interment  of  the 
late  most  revered  and  lamented  Doctor  Browne;  to  testify  their 
deep  sorrow  for  the  loss  of  so  truly  good  and  valuable  a mem- 
ber of  the  community,  the  Master  Cutler,  the  Capital  Church 
Burgesses,  and  the  Town  Regent,  in  the  names  of  their  respec- 
tive public  bodies,  beg  permission  to  recommend,  that  all  those 
to  whom  it  may  be  convenient,  would  appear  in  mourning  as 
aforesaid,  on  Sunday  next,  the  22nd  of  April. 

[This  request  was  generally  attended  to.] 

Too  much  cannot  be  said  in  praise  of  a character  of  so  much 
worth  and  excellence,  nor  can  I omit  adding  the  annexed 
well-written  paragraph,  which  appears  to  be  the  language  of 
one  who  knew  him  well,  and  esteemed  him  much.  The  para- 
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graph  is  taken  from  amongst  several  others  that  were  iuserted  in 
the  Mercury,  of  April,  1810: 

“ His  virtues  are  so  well  known,  and  the  excellency  of  his 
character  so  justly  appreciated,  that  it  is  scarcely  necessary  for 
us  to  enlarge  upon  the  subject;  yet  we  cannot  suffer  so  much 
worth  to  descend  into  the  silent  grave  without  paying  it  that 
tribute  which,  though  unavailing  and  nugatory  to  the  dead, 
may  afford  an  useful  lesson,  and  operate  as  a stimulus  and  ex- 
ample to  the  living.  For  many  years,  in  public  and  private 
life,  Dr.  Browne  has  been  a pattern  and  an  honour  to  this  place. 
Conspicuous  for  his  loyalty,  which  was  of  that  ardent  kind  that 
evinces  a real  love  for  King  and  Constitution,  he  was  ever  fore- 
most in  promoting  what  had  for  its  object  the  good  of  his 
country.  His  convincing  eloquence,  powerful  oratory,  nice 
discrimination,  and  sound  judgment,  have  often  been  exercised 
in  pointing  out  to  his  townsmen  the  way  in  which  they  ought 
to  go,  and  in  guidiug  them  in  the  right  path  upon  all  public 
occasions.  Whilst  a stone  remains  of  that  magnificent  sanctu- 
ary for  the  afflicted — the  General  Infirmary — his  name  will  be 
remembered  with  religious  reverence.  It  will,  indeed,  be  loog 
before  his  services  to  the  town  of  Sheffield  can  be  forgotten ; 
for  gratitude,  in  well-formed  minds,  is  not  of  that  transitory 
nature  which  writes  benefits  in  sand,  while  it  engraves  injuries 
upon  marble.  Though  not  in  the  extended  sense  of  the  Roman 
poet,  yet  well  might  he  have  said  in  the  sphere  of  his  action, 

“ I have  completed  a monument  more  lasting  than  brass.” 

—A  monument  in  the  memory  and  affections  of  all  who  knew 
him,  or  ever  heard  his  character.”  ^ 

Doctor  Browne  subscribed  £200  to  the  building ; he  after- 
wards gave  a donation  of  50  guineas,  and  subscribed  5 guineas 
annually.  He  also  gave  the  large  clock  to  the  house,  which 
cost  about  £100 : he  likewise  gave  the  two  beautiful  sculptured 
figures  of  Faith  and  Hope,  which  are  placed  in  the  niches  under 
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the  portico  at  the  entrance  of  the  Infirmary  ; also  a plaister  Bust 
of  the  Rev.  James  Wilkinson,  by  Chantrey  ; and,  lastly,  he  be- 
queathed by  will  a legacy  of  £500. 

If  we  add  to  these  very  valuable  gifts , eighteen  years  exer- 
tion and  service  from  a man  of  such  extensive  genius  and  ta- 
lents, devoted  first  to  the  erection  of  the  building,  and  subse- 
quently to  promote  its  usefulness  and  reputation,  it  will  require 
an  abler  calculator  than  I profess  to  be,  to  say  what  is  the  sum 
total  which  this  Institution  owes  to  such  a benefactor . 

On  the  7th  of  May,  1810,  at  a highly  respectable  public  meet- 
ing, called  for  the  express  purpose  of  taking  into  consideration 
the  best  mode  of  perpetuating  the  memory  of  the  late  Doctor 
Browne,  it  was  concluded  to  enter  into  a subscription  for  a 
Marble  Bust  of  him  of  the  value  of  one  hundred  guineas.  And 
as  a further  testimony  of  respect  to  the  memory  of  so  distin- 
guished a benefactor,  a Portrait  of  him  was  also  subscribed  for. 

In  the  course  of  the  same  year,  both  the  Bust  and  the  Por- 
trait were  placed  in  the  Board  Room  of  the  Infirmary.  The 
Bust  is  by  Chantrey,  and  is  executed  in  a way  that  does  credit 
to  his  extraordinary  talents.  The  Portrait  is  by  Mr.  F.  Gains- 
ford.  Around  the  capital  of  the  marble  pedestal  on  which  the 
Bust  stands,  is  cut  the  following  inscription  : 

“ tf)e  iMtmoij) 

OF 

JOHN  BROWNE,  M,  D. 

This  tribute  of  public  gratitude, 

AND 

Private  Friendship,  was 
ERECTED 

In  the  year  1810,  and  placed 
in  this 

HOUSE  OF  MERCY,  THE  GREAT  SCENE 
of  his 

ACTIVE  BENEVOLENCE.'' 
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And  on  a block  in  the  frame  of  the  Portrait  is  the  following 
verse : 

“ The  blessing  of  him  that  was  ready  to  perish  came  upon  him.'” 

The  likeness  is  excellent,  and  is  much  admired  by  all  who 
see  it ; and  it  is  only  doing  justice  to  the  artist  to  say,  that  his 
performance  merits  the  highest  commendation,  and  drew  forth 
the  best  thanks  and  acknowledgments  of  those  gentlemen  who 
so  handsomely  subscribed  for  the  painting. 

Within  the  short  space  of  time  that  the  Infirmary  has  been 
opened,  not  yet  twenty-seven  years,  the  office  of  Chairman  of 
the  Weekly  Board  has  been  consigned  to  the  three  following 
highly  respectable  individuals: — Doctor  Browne  held  the  office 
from  the  year  1797  till  his  death,  in  1810.  Upon  which  the  Rev. 
Thomas  Radford,  Minister  of  St.  James’s,  in  this  town,  was 
elected  ; who,  from  a declining  state  of  health,  a few  months 
before  his  decease,  in  the  year  1815,  resigned  the  office.  This 
estimable  man,  who  was  beloved  by  all  in  proportion  as  he  was 
known  by  them,  was  a great  admirer  of  the  genius  and  abilities 
of  Doctor  Browne,  his  predecessor;  and  as  he  had  caught  his 
spirit  in  all  his  zealous  efforts,  which  were  very  many,  was  de- 
sirous to  follow  the  track  he  had  marked  out  before  him.  And 
how  assiduously  and  successfully  he  pursued  that  same  track, 
is  well  known  to  all  who  witnessed  his  unwearied  exertions  to 
promote  the  welfare  of  this  Charity.^ 


* Entertaining  as  I do  the  most  sincere  veneration  for  the  memory  of  the 
late  Rev.  Thomas  Radford,  I cannot  here  omit  recording  my  testimony  to 
his  great  worth,  either  in  matters  of  public  benevolence  or  private  friendship ; 
in  which,  as  he  had  but  few  equals,  so,  according  to  his  ability,  there  were 
very  few  who  exceeded  him.  The  urbanity  of  his  manners  and  affability  of 
his  disposition  greatly  enhanced  the  value  of  his  public  benevolence  and  pri- 
vate friendship.  And  as  I enjoyed  a considerable  share  in  these  during  the 
eighteen  years  of  my  acquaintance  with  him,  I could  not  let  this  opportunity 
escape  of  giving  publicity  to  the  sentiments  which  I must  ever  entertain  for 
the  remembrance  of  the  gentlemanly  and  unreserved  friendship  which  I ex^ 
perienced  in  him  for  so  considerable  a period. 
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The  Reverend  Thomas  Sutton,  the  worthy  Vicar  of  Shef- 
field, who  is  the  present  Chairman  of  the  Weekly  Board,  imme- 
diately succeeded  to  the  office  on  the  resignation  of  the  late 
Rev.  Thomas  Radford. 

I must  here  conclude  this  Compilation  of  interesting  facts 
relating  to  an  Institution  of  so  much  importance  to  the  town 
and  neighbourhood  of  Sheffield ; the  success  of  which  will  be 
allowed  by  all  who  are  acquainted  with  it,  to  have  exceeded 
the  most  sanguine  expectations  of  its  warmest  friends  and  sup- 
porters. 


Sheffield  General  Infirmary. 
July  19  th,  1824. 

' J'  * • 


Printed  by  C , $ W.  Thompson,  Westbar  and  Market-Place,  Sheffield. 


. T- 

”/  Kilt  , 1 ■ j. 

■ - • ; . i 

Otr.,1  ^\U  V>  iv.  . » mM  0«»  > tj;ii  <>}  1,  •: 

ft}-..')  . ;}  V>  f !•  fei'dl  *.  ...  01  I 

ivHu)  ini l oj  <!  ; i * . ly  rui 

•::J  Wi  tt  it  1 j • ■ . v ..  <■  : » ; h!.  1H  ' -lo  L .L;;  ? h.m 

i-.'ibo'.r  7 ? o ,•  J ' } fii  d £;  f 4 . n :>  ' ■./  { ! *s  y i 

• • 


r-  vs/, /I  T’  .xisi  y*uu’ 

£ £ ,iV,:i  /a 


— • - ..  ■ . 

. * 


. ;T  L . •• 


